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EDITORIALS

What the Chicago Haymarket Martyrs
Fought and Died for

On November 11, 1887, fifty years age, the working cless
of Amcrica pald for its struggle against Mammon with the
miierifice of the Chicigo Martyrs - Pargons, Spies, Vischer,
Lagel and Lingg. In the words of the prostenting attornoy,
“Annrehisny wes on trial™. The frame.np charge conhecling
them with the bomblng at Haymarkel wia naver Droven.
$iut pven before the jury verdlet was reeebved. the Cllengo
Trivpne started o crunpaign to colleet 3100008 to pay the
jnrors for their gratoful verdict!

Fhe ideas for which these men stood stmnp them def-
initely a5 foarles: Hertariansg they were eomrades who
gladly saorifieed their Hves fu the struggle for cmancipa.
tion of labor. The columus of "The Alarm”, edited by Al-
bert Parsons, eontain numerous edlitorials giving the rovel
wiianary libertarion opinions of these fighters:

“Anarehy would place {upon the rulna of existing elasy
ride) s 'free sowiely’, bhased upon the cooperative organizn-
tion of production... The svarigus oceupations nnd individ.
uals would voluntarily associate fo conduct the procosses
of distribution and production. .. The trade unions assemb-
lies and other labor srganizetions are but the initlal groups
of a free ancigty.”

“Edueation within the reach of wil?

“Founal rights for all. No right withont dnties. No duties
witheunt righta"

Al public affairs wonild be regulated by f{ree etntracty
petwaen the antonomous communes ¢r groups, restlug on
& federalist Dagig ™

“Fhe Free Boeiety is an gabrogatien of all forms of pol.
itical governminent.

"MNa eompromise I3 possila. Wo must choose botween
freedoin and slevory. The Iaterpationsd deflantly gnfurls
the bapnor of liberty, frotornlty, cguality, and benoath itg
geariet folds beckons the disinherited to agsemble and strike
down the property beast whieh feasts upon the life blood
of tha poople”

With these pnoeguivecal words did our comrades strike
out aguingt the exploitiug system of capitallsm, Aud Hke
tireir subliely herole heirs in Bpain today, our comredes
of the ONGIMATL, the words of the Chicngo martyrs are
belng wpisrepregented and their schievements either denled
or misused by politiclans and renegades. How fow sre the
friends of lubwer in thls eonntry wio toduy shape their rev.
olutionary views. But how maluy are the traitors whe do not
hesitaie to commemorate thelr martyrdom, to olalim then:
as their own and thns deseerate the wvery ideals for which
onr conrades dicd. The words of Parsons quoted Hern aro
just s applienbls now as they were fifty years agoe. The
Libertarian Cowmunist wmovewnent 18 the true helr of these
sentimoents. That these ldeals may live aod bear frait, that
thetr martyred comrades shall not have died in vain, the
Libertarlen Communist movement wnust be reinvigorated and
streugthened in Anlerier, the path of {iberty must be opencd
wide for the worling elass to make the world s ownt! To
tiils task we dedicate oursolves,

Significance of C1.O..AF.L.
Unity Moves

All 42 not well, apparently in the C10O, Ctherwise why
would they be tryving to joln hands with thelr most hitter
ogponents an the craft side of the union camp? The genuine
mass revolt of milllons of American workers which swetlad
the rankk of the CLO. 18 ot to bd sguelelied or chan-
nelized o eastly, The second ingredient In the peeulinr eom-

ponnd flt forind the LG i3 & powerful, buresveratie, but
dhrowd apparatus that was sueling a more progressive and
viallo form of unionism needed to break looge from the
fottors of a rupidly decaying craft strocture that threatencd
to pal the aptire old-line lendership on thie shelf

In bk samo spirit of self-preservation they Shy away
in frinht from the proportions which this mass revolt ls
nysging, Moreover, the close palitical alisnee of the C.1.G)
wit]y the Hoosevelt adminkstration prevenis It frow putting
taoo miucls fadth in ifs roank and file. Tt was therefore, gulte
matural for thoem to fesl A eortnin nostalgla for the good Al
FLooaf I 'This foubkd a response in eertiuinm "left” elements
within tho AP, of L. that is, those wiie are beyinning to
protiine the spicidal nature of Groon's policy of flghting the
4.0 Paken tagethor with Reosevelt’s Influence on both
foctians, this muay bring thepy together nnder New Deml
Lwvtelage.

What will e the onteome of the grosent negotiations iy
Bot, of vourse, heing predicted hore, Bat if the rupture ia
hesthed, the (UG will po doubt become & moyre “safe and
sane’ ontfit, with indnstrin]l onilons resembling more Qloscly
the moderste Haropean unions which rely rather on politi-
cal influenee than on the militincy of Us members

The forces of mess revolt so profonndly disturbing the
Amorioan scene have noet yvet found adeguate expression.
This 18 the task of libertarians which i3 now more elsafdy
and nreently sutlined than at any other time I recent
YCars,

Defend Ferrero and Sallitto

Fhe lbves of two hrropid anth Pageists, Forrero and Sal-
Fitto, Dalig o a delieato balince, We bring to the attention
af our remders the horrible fate that awaits them at the
hauds of Mussoiind i we do uoet intensify ouyr cfforis o
prevent the governmient frop deporting thom to Italy. fo
#ir Wwow redaders we outline briefly the “oharge" apainst
them:

YVincont Forrero and Domebick Salitto oame lagally to
thie Pabod Sates omd bBeve resided continuomsly in this
cosrntry for 39 amd 34 vears respestively. They were ar-
rested In Oakland, Califorsin, iz April 1934, shortly be-
fore the goneral strike in Aan UVrancisco, It is now & well
exliddished fogt that they were arrested as purt of 3 plan
by wovornbiout officials to skppress the snarobist publioa.
tion Man! at thatf time printed in Californin, Ferrero and
Zallitte bad alewed the oditor of tlat publieatlon ‘e uwse
tho addeess of o small pestayrant they were aporating as the
vorrespondonce addregs for the magazine, ‘Fhiz and tholr
tnterost In antl. Fascist oand laiior mevenents gave thae bn.
nHgration aspouts an apparently good exeuse to profer ar.
bitrary charges againat the two Individusls and institute
deportstion proceedings against them,

An estimate of 15080 Individuasl protests and over 840
orgnntzations with sn apgregate membership reoning into
imndreds of theusands, have domanded the eanneiiation of
the wrarranty agaisst Porrert and Saliltts. The Deparimoent
of Labor as been adamant thas far, Phe denger of de.
portation la over presen? apd the Ferrero-Sallitto Defense
Conference iy appealing for assistance and for an inerense
in the ntunber of protesta to the Secrelary of Labar, Fhe
Confarenne's address; 0, Box 151, Statlon I3 New York
City.

Marcus Graham Arrested

e Oetober 8, 1937 Mareus Grohawn, editor of Man?, was
arrested, scarchoed and Rin home broken into without even
the legnl form of & warrant, After belng hrutally tormented
By s jedors 1 i5 mow ont on ball awiiting fnrther lear.
ings. Tl mauy.yenr old eczmipaign of the Peders] puth.
arities to deport Mureus Graliaur and to snppress tlils jour.
fnal and thus drive & deep wedge 1oto frecdan of the press

(Oontinued on page 19)
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A Premature Luther

By DOROTHY DUDLEY

VEN in the early years of the Soviet world there

were profagouists, both illustrious snd obscure,
who hoped and vet doubted that the Bolshevik
method, that even the Marxist method, would lead
to the revolutionary goal. They guestioned the Marx-
ian props, the Bolshevik scaffelding — too hostile,
they feared, to the sense of the blueprints to achieve
the plan. Today all undeluded communisls admit
that at least the latler fear was justified. But they
are scattered and disowned, so that their party
may aceomplish a prodigious lHe organized for them
by Staiin and his propagandists — the identily
of communism and Stalinism.

Hypocrisy iz no longer a capifalist specialty, The
flag-waving politician, the retarian of the hour-
geoisie, is, in fact, a pale negativist beside the so-
ealled radical of today. The swindlers to the lefi,
not fewer than those to the right, shout louder; the
following is theirs. The prefense has become ae-
cepied truth; the enemy is exultani; “the danger-
ous Red” is at length really dangerous, but fo hig
followers not to his oppounents.

Sometimes they stop shouting to say in an aside
to those who refuse ioc be feoled: “Keep still, the
end justifies the meuans.” But what they won’t vet
admil is that the means are leading in the opposite
direction, that somewhere en route the class-strug-
glers followed Stalin on the wrong short-cut — to-
ward fascism, away from ecommunism. That is
what André Gide was one of the last of their friends
to tell them, intimately, reluctantly, in hizs Refwrn
from the U'S.S.E. The plan meant as much to him
as to them; he had refused to lose faith in the Sov-
iet model unti] on a first visit the evidence of his
senses foreed him fo it,

But apparently within the party the appearance
of a Luther, who has in him not only protestant
but pagan integrity with which te convinee, is as vet
premature; the le has not run iis course. Far from
retracing their footsteps, his fellow.communists,
who always had weleomed as acceurate his testimony
agniust capitalist soclely, used his report to dis-
eredit him .— not the Soviet Union. In answer to
their blast he published last May Relouches 4 mon

Rutour de UULR.S.8. 1t signifies his strength and
their weakness that the erthodox liberals and com-
munists have ignored it {af least here in the United
States). Stalinist sophistry feels powerless to re-
fute this barrage of figures and data leadiug to
a relentless verdict: There 1s no vestige of com-
munism left in the U.S.5.R,

They had accused him of basing “enormous ¢on-
clusions. .. on episodic evidence,” He had made
it a rule, he replies, to use nothing he himself had
not seen or heard, and of that only what was typ-
ical; statistics, never foo reliable, couid be found
elsewhere, But since they asked for it, he could give
them “impersonal” proof in abundance. The doc-
umentation brought to him, sinece writing the Re-
Furn, by Citrine, Trotsky, Merciey, Yvon, Victor
Serge, Legav, Rudolph and many others had con-
firmed his suspicions and changed them fo convie-
tions: “From month to month the U.S.8.8, i get-
ting further and further away from what we hoped
it was, or would be,”

‘The charge thal he had written cut of pigue, that
he had been slighted by these modern Hussians is
laughable, he tells them. No elass, he points out,
is 3o favored as that of the writer favorable to the
régime. They heaped him with aduiation and honors,
The charge arose when they found thev could net
buy him. Their reception moreover had been ar
dent and sponfaneous; he remembeared it with lively
gratitude. But it was not for that he had come. He
had come, not to be admired, bat to admire — a
new world where all werg “privileged” or promised
tp be; and “they had offered him the prerogatives
he abominated in the oid”

I was natural to wani vo ghow him the-hest of
sveryihing, and natural too for imperfections still to
exigt; it was moreover in the Russian nature to be
lavish—aone of their charms; and in his own protest-
ant nature to be wary of luxury, Nonetheless in the
light of their reception he had first suspected the
reappearance of ithe old capitalist cancer — that
same wide difference between the best and the
wovst, that same degree of incquality which the
Revolution had for a time suppressed.



When he and his companions left their official
guides and travelled alone, their uneasiness in-
creased. Yet while there they were never certain
of the causes behind what they saw of reaction.
Retouches defines them; they converge toward one
biock, Sialin and his bureaucracy.

“me af the merited reprozches of my RetwnS Gide
says in the opening pages, “4s that of seeming to necord
tao great nportance o intellectun] guestions. .. Yes I
had that paivete, I still believed that in the U881, one
eould talk seriougly of culture... All the same 1 protest
that they have enly comeentad to see in what 1 sald the
resentment of a litterateur. When I spoke of liberty of
aApirlt, 1 had In mind many ather things®
He had in mind the entire fabric of socviety: the

reaim of science, the cinema, the courts of justice,
food, housing, clothes, education: and even that
most boasted field — industrial production. Each
of them, his evidence proves, has been compromised
by the suppression of liberty, of untrammeled judge-
meni. He repeats what is now common knowledge,
that the scientist mugt denocunce his theory as “un-
orthodox”, or as “susceptible of being utilized by
fascism”; that Eisensiein for example must repent
of “past errors” and confess that the fiim he had
worked on for 2 years at a cost of 2 million rubles,
does not conform to the “doctrine”. “Ag for justice”,
Gide exclaims, “does anyone think that these last
irials. .. are geoing fo make me regret the phrase
that so outraged you: ‘Nowhere, not even in Hit-
ler’s Germany, is the spirit less free, more terror-
ized ote.”?” Here in Retouches his reassertion is even
more bitter and more specific:

*“Those who dizsappear are the most vallant, thoss who
differ from the mass, which owes {ts unity to a medioc.
rity conatantly descending to lower levels Stalin folsrates
nothing but approval; the rest are adversaries. 1t hope
pens gometimes that he adopty some proposed reform as
hls own, but. .. &0 that it gshall appear the more his own,
first he suppresses the masn who proposed it.”

And as for the authenticity of the trials and the
confessions, Retouches offers the most technieal ad-
verse testimony I have seen printed: a letter from
Kleber Legay, secretary of the National Federation
of French Miners, who himself had been a worker
in the mines for thirty years (to be found in the
iast section of the book, Letfters and Testimonies).

With the same patience of Gallic logic Gide's Re-
touches questions Soviet production, The figures
are impressive as to quantity, but what of the qual-
#ty. Pravda and Izvestia of 1986 give disconcerting
statistics: A large proportion of metals, automaobile
accessories, finished automobiles, phonograph dises,
sehool copy books, were thrown away as unusable;
chairs broke when sat on; surgery instruments
bent and broke in the course of operations; model
houses were in danger of falling apart, so hastily
had they been constructed, and of such medioere
material. These figures had been cited as proof of
sabotage, to justify further executions. But CGide
deposes that “at the preseni stage of Soviet cul-
ture it is permissable to see in this waste an excess-
ive and artificial intensification of production. Au-
to~criticism, so deficient in questions of theory and
Dbrinciples, is allowed full play only when it comes
to embarking on new programs.” But of these the

drugstores, the hospitals, the creches, of which there
Is crying need, do not come first; they give prece-
dence to the public monument — for example “the
palace of the Soviets (the defunet Soviets), 415
metres high, surmounted by a sieel statue of Lenin
840 metres high... The Russian people, asked which
they would rather have, well-being or palaces, are
obliged to answer: The palace first!

Admitting this, the faithful cling to acquired re-
sulis: 1o more unemploymeni, no more prostitu-
tion, woman the egual of man,; human dig-
nity reconguered, education for everyone. Yes, Gide
replies, perhaps once acquired, and on the surface
they may still seem to be, but the worm is always
at the eore of the fruit; and the worm in this case
i¥ a bureauvragy which has fturned each of them
inie fiction. The best jobs go to party members, and
even they have no choice as to the kind of work or
its location. To complain is te risk being expelied
from the party, and perhaps unemployed. Vast
numbers of unemployved face misery, even siarva-
tion. Hspionage is rewarded as a high State virtue;
members of the same family, even the children, are
encouraged 0 spy en each other; the aim is to get
rid of critics; the aim is subordination, regiment-
ation,

Lenin’s rule which was to prevent bureaucracy
—- 110 salary shall exceed that of the average work-
man — goes unebserved. Salaries today range frem
T0 rubles to 10,000 rubles & month, even in a few
cases to 30,000; the most usual salary is 150 rubles.
The cost of living has so increased that those in
the lower brackeis go eold and hungry; voung
peopie dare not marry for fear of the children
they eould not support. With the law against abor-
iion, prostitution in every sense i on its way back
into this new world.

As for education, nothing is moere moving, he
repeats, “than the zeal of the young people agvid for
culture. .. and one is asked to admire on every
hand the means placed at their disposal.” But to-
day the U.B.8.R. is far from the goal of 1923: the
Liquidation of illiteracy by 1927. Teachers, under-
paid, and sometimes not paid at all, are foo few
and incompetent. It is the same with {extbooks,
insufficient in number and full of mistakes; for
exampie, 8x3 eguals 18, Scotland is located on the
Caspian Sea. Large numbers of children are inept
scholars; as many more are truanis from school.

Yet, and vet, his critics insist, and they quote
from his Return: “The exploitation of the many
for the profit of the few no longer exists; that is
anormous....” Yes... but it ceases to be exact.
Exploitation has reappeared with this added mis-
ery — they no longer know by whom they are ex-
ploited, or if they do, don't dare to say. He quotes
Céline in Mea Culpa as nearer the truth than he
Was:

“Here (in Prance} at least we can stll]l have some fyn.

We don‘t have to pretend, we are stitl the oppressed. We

can still blams all the ovlls of Jestiny ou the blood drink-

ers; and then behave llke strect glrls. Not seon, not ra.
cognized! But when the rlght to desirey no longer exlsis?

When you can‘t even cormplain? Life becomes lutolerable.”

There is no getting away from it. The means of



production is not any more in the hands of the
people; at best it is held in trust for them; but the
trustees pocket the dividends, The old régime was
degtroyed, but new classes have arisen with just
as rigid barriers as before, and fixed as before by
widely varving incomes, The one difference is that
of personnel, The functionaries, the faverable writ-
ers and artists make the aristocracy, the party.
members in good standing, the upper middle class-
es; those outside who yet are self-supporting, the
lower middle classes; all the rest, the despized poor.
wAnd,” Gide insists, "this new bourgeoeisic.., has all
the {faults of ours It no sooner came sut of misery than
it despised the miserable. .. (s membera) fuay be in.
geribed in the party but they have nothing of communism
in thelr hearts.”

But then, his crities remind him of Stalin’s new
constitution, The power of the syndicates is gone,
the power of the Soviets, to be sure, but the people
can still gel what they want through the *secret
vote.” Gide destroys this myth as another of Stal-
in's frauds, The slections are fixed; “bad candi-
dates are discouraged” before election day. And
who are they? Exaclly the revolutionists of yester-
day, the enemies of today’s party, the counter-rev-
ofutionaries, who must be exiled and shot, until
only the conformists remain.

Yet, one thing there is, Gide admits it; the Rus-
sian people “look happy”. He recalls it with a kind
of nestalgis, “Nowhere else do the crowds in the
street, in the faclories, in the parks and clubs (at
teast the young) offer so radiant an exterior. ..
How reconcile that with the misery in which we
now know the majority is plunged?’ His answer
is twofeld, In more remote districts, he has bheen
told, distress smites the eve, and in the travelled
centers, he is eonvinced, “misery has fo go into
hiding... It is suspect, it is extremely dangerous,
to look sad in the U.S.8.R.... The people you see
are those whose well-being has been acquired at
the expense of this misery. Russia is not a place for
complaints; Siberia is.”

"Don't mistake me Gide pleads toward the cloas, "l
transctlbe these atroclous figures with regret, . . But...
H s the magnitude of your biuff that makes so prefound
the tail of my confidence,. .. What 1 sapecially veprouch
In the LLAS.ER. ia thelr arrogance In having progented
ithe 1ot of the workers ga enviable. What T reprosch our
compymunlsts for, .. @ in having lied %0 the workers un-
conseloualy or knowingly — in that case for political reaa.
and. .

"1 warned my new communlst frlends at the start....
1 shall never be » tranguibizing recrult, or a docile one, ..

*There iy 10 party that can retain me — which at the
sanit fime prevents ma from preferring, oven to the Party
itgelr, the truth, When the lle intervesnes, it i3 my role
to depounce it. It Is to the truth that § attach myaelf;
if the Party quite i, by the same stroke § guld the Party.

*The TR8R,.... has betrayved all our hopea 1f we
40n't want them to fall us we must take them elsewhere”
This a8 book to be transiated into every lan«

guage the world over gpoken by workers prepared
to elaim the fruits of their laber, Not toward their
despair; but so that they may know as irrefutable
faet, and despite pretentions leaders, that the Sov.
iet reign of terror has nothing in cemmon with
their Hberation! It has only a warning to give them,

{from Russia, from Spain, and even from the party
platforms of New York): no exploitation is so
monstrous, so insidious, as that of the benefactor
turned or turning traitor.

The hook proceeds from multiple sources, Gide's
own and these of others, but perhaps no one else
has so brilliantly relighted and reclarified the is-
sues, 1t #akes at least the resource of an Andre
Gide to be a giant-killer. That falling, only the
next war will turn the triek

The fire of his arraignment leaves clean asnes
for the rebirth of the phoenix. He proposes nothing,
but each page is implicit with the need of new or
revised revolutionmary direction. As he lighis the
evidence, one has to conclude that the word of
Marx himself, Lenin's too, and above all Trotsky's,
need revision, The very term, “dictatorship of the
proletariat”—hasn't it led to an arrogance and a
snobbishness Incompatible with freedom? And
from that all too readily fo this single despot,
flanked by his courtiers, freshly supplied Trom
day to dav? Lenin’s docirine of “relative truth”,
-—- hasn't it led to the compulsory optimism of the
Bolsheviks? And thence o the stiffing of their ro-
bust values toward the fixed lies of Stalin?

And Trotsky? Perhaps there is excuse for his
brand of expedient realism; it might take a wolf
te keep the wolf from the door of either 2 Marx or
& Lenin - bread is given out of fear or taken by
force, Nonetheless didn't Trotsky's prohibition of
grief, his militant infliction of health, create
a State puritanism, a self-righteous absolutism,
that has streamlined the way of the usurper. Gide
is no dogmatist, but this document, the by-product
of a long devotion to “subversive” nature, proves
that veritable realism is an aesthetic principie as
vital fo bread as it is to art. The one indispensable
luxury to live and die for, that others may live! The
one requisite of authentic revolution!

A Word from the Editors

We ask our subscrlbers t¢ agaln accept our spologies for
the delsy In the issuance of VANGUARD. Let us state
however that there I8 one extenusating cirgumnstance of con-
siderable import — that of finances, MNow, instead of an
prgent heart-rending appeal for funds, we are golng to let
sur Jjoursal spemk for liself We have assumed an even
greater debt by enlarging this number of VANGUARD to
twenty prges, presentlng more material and added foatures,
RBeadars, {riends, comrades, if you like this lssue of our
magazine and want o gee it appear regularly then you
know what to 40, .. We awalt your answer.

Az several month's materlal had te be crowded Into onsa
magazine we were forced t¢ omit a number of lmpertant
artleles scheduled for this lssue. Among such articies which
we plan to print next month are: the conclusion of “Spain
Faces the Puture”, the review of Rocker's “Natiopallsm
and Culture?, and on answer to Yaroslovsky's “Anstehism
in Russia™.

Wo should Hke to nots that the editera of VANGUARD 4.
not necessarliy share the views of articles or letters gigned
Wy their auvthors.



The Truth about Krondstadt

By VICTOR SERGE

N answer to a German journalist whe had gues-
tioned him on these subjects, Leon D, Trotsky,
published in the Russian edition of the Bulletin of
the Bolshevik-Leninist Opposition {July, 19270 a
rather brief letter in which he discusses the in-
surrection of Kronstadt, and Makhno, Fda Mett has
answered him in this journal by posing several new
questions of considerable partinence. Nobody but
Trotsky iz capable of writing the great history of
the most difficuit and memorable years of the rev-
olution, & history which is necessary for anyoene
who wanizs to draw up the balance sheet of this
great experience. There are many of us awaiting
this, and we hope it will be conceived in s erititeal,
even seif-eritical, spirit. .. and ithat is why the few
lines published by the Opposition Bulletin seem to
me today to be insufficient and unjust in several
respects. “There remained" {in Kronstadt), writes
Trotsky, “the grey mass, with great pretentions,
not disposed to make sacrifices for the Revolution,
The country was starving, the sailors of Kronstadt
demanded privileges. .. the movement therefore
had a counter-revolutionary charaecler. And since
the sallors had seized the foriress, we were com-
peiled to erush them by foree...” 1 was in Petro-
grad at that 4ime, working together with Zinoviev,
I saw these events first-hand. I read very attent-
ively, afterwards, all the issues of fzuestia {official
organ, - Ed.} of the rebellious Kronstadt Soviet, Tt
is true that the country was starving; it would even
bre true to say thal the country was at the end of
its resources, that it was Iderslly dying of hunger
everywhere, It is inexact fo say that the Kronstadt
sailors had demanded privileges; they demandad
for the cities in general the suppression of the spe-
cial police {zagraditelnyé ofriedy) which surround-
ed the city to prevent the population from supplving
itself with food from the country by its own means:
laier, when they saw themselves engaged in a mor-
tal combat, they formulated a series of political
demands which were extremely dangerous for that
moment, but which were prompted by a sineere
revolutionary spirit. Those were the demands of
freely elected Soviets,

it would have heen easy to avoid the events by
listening to the grievances of Kronstadt and dis-
cussing them, even in giving some satisfaction to
the sailors {we'll prove that later on). The Central
Committee committed the enormmous mistake of
sending Kalinin, who had already hehaved as u
harsh and incapable hureaverat. He was hooted
down,

It would have been easy, even after the fighting
had begun, to have avoided the wors{: i would
have been sufficient to aeccept the medialion offers
of the Anarchisis (Emma Goldman and Alexander
Berkman, notably) who had strong ties with the
rebels. Beeause of reasons of prestige, and beesuse
of an overweening authoritarvian spivit, the Cent-

ral Committee refused. The main responsibility for
all this must be laid to Zinoviev, President of the
Petrograd Soviet, whe hiad just deceived the whole
Party, all the proletariat of that section, and all
the population by saying that the "The White Guard
(General Kozlovski had treasonably taken possession
of the Kromstadt”. It would have been easy, more
humane, more politic and more in keeping with
the spirit of socialisin after the military vietory
over Kronstadt by Voroshilov, Dibenko, Tukachev-
sky, not fo have had recourse 1o such massacre. ..
The massacre which followed was abominabie.

The economie demands of Kronstadt were so Je-
gitimate, so far from being counter-revolntionary,
so easy to satisfy that, at the very time when they
were shooting down the last mutineers, Lenin sat-
isfied these demands in adopting the New Economic
Policy. The N.E.P. was jmposed by the eveats at
IKronsiadt, Tambov and other places, For we must
say clearly: Lenin's foresight, and that of the Cen-
tral Committee did not wish to see what the whole
country feit: that war communism had reachad an
impasse where one could no longer live,

(e abine article by Vicdor Merge i3 s stgaowent of a
larzer aaticle called “Werds and Deexds” which appessed in
tlwy Sepet, 230D issue of e “La Bevelution Prolefarienne”

EWe Bave repriated the section dealing with  Heomstadt
Becrnse we elteve that i s powerfal anunmundtion for proy-
ing our thesis. .. that Stadindsm and Trotskyism aoe akimn,
nt ieast in thedr diseegord for the tyath. - i)

The Trotsky School of Falsification
By SENEX

URING the entire period of his struggle against

Stalin, Leon Trotsky studicusly avoided touching
upon one of the cardinal problems in the analysis
of the present Soviet regime. To what extent is
Stalinism rooted in the recent past of the Com-
munist Party, that iz, in the general course pur-
sued by the Bolshevik leaders of that perizd —
Lenia and Trotsky -— during the formative yeavs
of the new social sysiem born oul of the October
upheaval 7 This question, which arises at once be-
fore anvone desiving fo obiain an historical per-
spective of the ominons drifts and tendeneins of
the Stalin regime was unti]l recently ignored by
'Trotsky, Whatever historic reasons were adduced
by him in order fo explain the degeneration of the
Russian Revolution, they failed to touch upon a
period which had the most powerful effect in shap-
ing the course of the Russian Thermidor,

That there is a close relationship betwean the
policies of the first, so called heroic, phase of Bol-
shevigm and its Thermidorian finale should be clear



io anyene who has given some thought to this mat-
ter. Stalinistn grew impercepiibly out of the insti-
tutiens and secial patterns set up in the first years
of the Revelution. Unlike the French Thermidor,
it did not come via political explosions of a pro-
nounced counter-revelutionary nature, There were
no sharp breaks and gaps in the continuous pro-
cess of the Thermidorian degeneration of the Rus-
gian Revolution, This striking fact of continuity
between the Leninist and Stalinist phases of the
Revolution cannot be explained away by references
to Russian backwardness or the perfidious
role of the emerging buveancracy in adopting for
its own ends the social and political forms evolved
in the first period of the October Revolution. The
guestion remains as to why those forms lent them-
selves so readily to this bureaucratic transforma-
tion,

Were there any implicit couiradictions between
vhoge forms and the Thermidorian aims of by
reaucracy, the latter would have been foreed to re-
sort to a political upheaval, it would have cast a-
bout for a pore fitting instrument for 18 neads
than the didatorship shaped during the so-called
heroic period of Bolghevism,

At last Trotsky has been foreed to break his
silence in vegard to those matiers. Persistence won
out and as a result we have several remarkable
doeuments fully revealing the limitations of his
views, He still will not revalue the course of the
October Revolution in the light of the later tragic
developments. On August 2ist, in the Socialist
Appeal, Tretsky sel out fo answer a few gquestions
put t¢ him by Wendelin Thomas.

Trotsky at last has deigned to cope with moral
problems and humanitarian values! Trotsky today
has necd for the liberal consecience of the world,
and so, bolstering up his spirits with a few sneers
ai the “moralizers”, he proceeds nevertheless fo
unbend to the extent of admitling that there must
be stme compatibility between the “means” and
the “end”, He writes, “If the aim {of Secialism}
is the liberation of mankind, then falsehood and
treachery ¢an in no way be appropriate means. . .”
“In the period,” he writes further, "“when the rev-
olution fought for the liberation of the oppressed
masses it ealled everyihing by s right nams and
was in no need of forgeries.”

That the Belshevik party, headed by Lenin and
Trotsky, refrained from using falsehood and be-
traval in dealing with other revolutionary move-
ments, is itself a prize falsehood among faisehoods.
it takes a Stalinist to believe this sort of “history”.

So appareutly Trotsky has not been won over to
the side of revolutionary ethics,

He proceeds further to give the lie to his state-
ment by cramming his pamphlet full with the gross-
est slanders sgainst Makhno and tlie Kronstadt sail-
ors,

That deliberate falsification is the basis for his
acensations against Kronstadt, we believe you may
adduce from the reactions of Victor Serge, one of
the most sincere men in the Left Communist move-
ment, an ardent partisan of Trotsky and his cause,

and an eye-witness o the events.

~ But what about Makhno? The Makhno movement
15 not as well documented as the Kronstadt rebel-
lion, It did not unfold in the full glare of publicity
that followed the Kronstadt events, But 1987 is aot
1919, Encugh has been revealed about this move-
menti to make even Troteky think 4wice before fall-
ing back upon the Chekist fabrications of the year
1919,

“The Makhno movement was a kulak movement”
— Protsky repeats hiz old accusations against the
libertarian movement of the Ukranian peasanis.
How near in spirit is this accusation {o the one
now spread by the Spanish Communists against the
Anarchist land-workers of Spain and their collec-
tives! But by now we have a number of data which
shows up these assertions for what they are worth:
rancorous outbursts of old partisanship having as
Httle to do with a genuine revolutionary atiifude
as the similar ranting of the Stalinists against their
onpositionists,

The Maklino movement was primarily a move-
ment of the poorer peasanis. This can be seen from
the fact that the Makhnovites were the first to
start building eolleetives in that part of Southwest
Russia. The rich peasants were hostile to these col-
fectives while the middle peasantry maintained an
attitude of benevolent neuirality. A perusal of the
brief biographical sketches of the most active fig-
ures of this movement (given in P. Archinovs
“History of the Makhno Movement” —.. French and
Spanish translations} will show that the prepond-
egrant majority of them, beginning with Makhno
himself, came from the poorer, semi-prolefarianized
lavers of tlie peasantry. And it is because the so-
cial aspirations of the poorer sections of the village
were given full expression by the Makhuo move-
ment, that the Bolshevik authorities, with Frotsky
as the keynoter, opened their campaign against this
movement, The monstrously absurd agrarian policy
carried out at that time by the Communist Party
{the later Bolshevik writers on the Makhno move-
meni like Kabanin had to admit that the strength
of the Makhno army lay in the sympathies of the
peasant population driven to exasperation by the
absurd policy of a State monopoly of grain and the
attempt to militarize the peasant economy) was bit-
terly resented by the bulk of the peasaniry (and
¢ity workers as well) and it is the manifestations
of this resentment that were dubbed as kulsk in-
Lrigues,

That the legitimate resistance to this monstrous
regime of a militarvized economy, new considered
by all leading Bolsheviks to have been based upon
fiusions and dangerous fallacies (Trotsky himself
admits as much in “The Revolution Betrayed”),
shoudd bhe branded, even now, almost two decades
after the rejection of this gsystem, as counter-revol-
ntionary manifestations is in itself the best proof
of how lidtle Trotsky has learned from his fragic
experience, and how dangerously close he is in his
approaches, atiitudes and totalitarian mentality to

his most bitter pelitical adversary.



Who Slew Proletcult?

By DAVID LAWRENCE

HE befielristic history of America abounds with

examples of ereative spirits whose concern with
the trials of the underprivileged dominated their
thought processes and was reflected in their art
However, when we use the term proletarian cul-
ture or “proleteult” {as its intimates prefer to
telescope it} we do not have in mind this timeless,
everlasting penchant of the customarily impover-
fshed artist for aligning himself with his “have
not” fetiows against the “haves”. When we today
speak of proletarian culture we mean simply the
much {euted school of “creativensss”, that seven
year wonder, which came info being in America
simultanecusly with the financial earthquake of
192¢ and sang its last feeble swan song toward
the end of 1936

It possessed certain definite characterishics that
set it apart from other artistic groupings: it drew
its inspiration and sustenence solely from one pol-
itical sect: it believed and loudly affirmed that
“Art Is A Weapon” {in the class struggle) and
managed despite a paucily of real talent, to createa
furore unique in our times. Due to its practical
domination of eur aesthetlic scene for the past seven
yveurs, informed people, who concern themselves
with this sort of thing, know what the ferm con-
notes regardiess of the fact that it iz a misnomer..,
for the artistic end products were themselves not
produced by workers nor utilized by them. How-
ever, proleteult it was dubbed, and so we knew ii.

Foday it has passed leaving remarkably few tra-
ees for so lusty 4 schooly and stranger still, when
we consider it one-time popularity, there are no
mourners to weep at the bier!

Where are the devotees of yesterday?

Most of its Soviet friends, who supplied the pol-
Htical directives for its every manceuver, are
through with weeping ferever... Gorki {(individualist
£o the end) dead of natural causes; Radek, Buk-
harin, IHes, Auerbach, Jascingki, Kirshon, Afino-
guenov, et al, not talking for expori or for national
consumption. Its American godfathers are sccupied
with other tasks, of which we shall speak later,

The Middle Class Goes “Red”

But let us go back to 1926... suddenly Ameri.
can capital keeled over on its ear and there was
chaos. The working class, possessed on occasion of
a gregarious pack instinet which is itz salvation,
ganged up to fight the crisig; unionism took 2 new
fease on lfe, militant direct action flared up in
many sections of the country., Adversity unites the
working class, brings about a sort of soladarie ad-
hegion, Not se with the middle elass (from which
any American culture in this period must stem).
The loss of vocational sinecures and the bogey of
insecurity threw the white collar bovs and girls
into a panic. The petty bourgeoisie all over the
world have one thing in common, in contradistine.

tion to the working class: when trouble sirikes,
having no tradition of self reliance or group action,
their first instinet is to attach themselves to a
“Lender”, a miracie worker who guarantees o lead
them out of their intellectual dilemmas into some
political promised land. This tendency, we know,
was responsible, in some degree, for the succeeds
of Tascism in Germany and Haly, Fascism with
its Leader, its Duce, its Fuehrer, its Man on a
White Horse, proved a haven for an hysterical
middle class,

5o, all in a dither, the American group that lives
by its wits rather than by its brawn set out in
search of an Iron Man.

In the T.S.A, there was no organized Fascist
clique of hny stature capable of making a bid for
the middle class. Then too, many American mid-
die class inteflectusals, small business men, writers,
artists, ete., are Jews and, therefore wary of the
Hackenkreutz,

But they needed leaders and they found them. ..
in the Communist Party or in its “innocent” or
“bridge” affiliates,

Communism has other subcutaneous affinities
with fascism in addition to a common love for de-
vouring their young. .. the mosi ebvious point of
agreement lies in a fanafical devotion to the “Cult
of the Leader”. For Communists this wor-
ship starts with Comrade Stalin, the Iron Man of
the Georgian Steppes, who is, among many other
nice things, “The Beloved Leader of the World
Proletarial”, In Bussia, as we know, this canonizn-
tion ecan reach heights that are almost urhelievable,

Under Stalin are a host of lesser Hussian “Be.
loved Leaders” who change too rapidly {o be worth
noting. Due, no doubt, to the terrific speed of So-
eialist production, a “Beloved Leader” of today is
frequently the corpse of tomorrow.

Then, the “Beloved Leaders” are divided nation-
ally; Earl Browder becomes the “Beloved Leader”
of the American working ciass, Tim Buck the “Be-
loved Leader” of the Canadian working class, eic
There is alse a functional division: Janes Ford be-
comes the “Beloved Leader” of the Negro panple,
Ben Gold the “Beloved Leader” of the Fur Work-
ers, Moissaye Olgin a sort of “Beloved Leader™ at
large for oppressed minority races, eftc. There is
division upon division, cach with its Leader. He is
5 sorry specimen of a C.P. functionary indeed,
wlo is not the “Beloved Leader” of af leasi a fac-
tory group or a nsighborhood unil,

If the middle class needed leaders, the C.P. could
supply them in any quantity.

Mass conversions among the panicky middie elass
folk became the order of the day. Many weni the
whole hog and actuslly joined the Party, but the
great majority clung $0 what is known as the
“Fringe of the Movement”,



“Third Period” Culture

The Communist Party that took them o its bos-
om was 8 much, much, different party from the
one we know today, Al that time it was goiug
through a stage that kas come 4o be known his-
torically as the “Third Period” in American Com-
munism, Space does not allow for a complete anal.
ysis of this phase; it suffices for us {o understand
that the Party, in line with the neads of Mozcow
at that time, was g0 “red” that it would have com-
pietely terrified its present following of dentisis,
school teschers and home relief investizators, This
was the pericd of frenzied leffism in all fialds:
Capitalism was all ready to give up the ghost (fav
Tovestone who suggested that Ameriean Capital-
ism still had a couple of good kicks left in ib, was
immediately labeled an enemy of the working
clasy) 5 all parties and groups outside of the Third
International were “Social-Faseist”, ete.

With the droves of newly recruited middle class
intellectuals the C.P. began to fashion a culbural
movement which reflected its “Third Period” Left-
ism., With the middle class as tools they set out to
build a “working class” art. This seemingly con-
tradiciory phenomenon can be explained only by
the use of “dialecties” which exists, conveniently,
just for this purpose.

There had slways been Communist ereative spire
its and literateurs like Mike Gold and Joseph Free-
man, infrepid souls who practically monepolized
their fields and advised competitors to go into the
factories if thiey wanted o write of the workine
class. But the new influx of bourgeois dilletantes
started a cultural movement that even the most op-
timistic C.P. rotarian had never dreaned was pos-
sible. The American middle cluss is fhe culiture
in America and when they came to Cownunism
they bronght their intellectual baggage: the fads
and foibles, the music, painting, literature, dance,
all the component parte that go to make up what
we call s culture. Menially, Greenwich Village
moved up to 14th Street, where they began to
writke, sing, dance, paint, whittle, and play the bass
viol for the delectation of the workiny clasy and
the glorv of the Communist International.

The Movement Grows

And how they thrived. .. for 4 time.

Just a few of the beffer known organizations
that sprang into being at this time come readily
to mind: The John Reed Clubs, The Pen and Ham-
mer, The Workers Film and Photo Leazie, The
Anvil, The Partisan Review, Left, Left Front, The
Magazine, Left Review, New Theaire, Thealre
tinion, Workers Dance League, Theatre Coliective,
Theatre of Action, Pierre Degevier Club, The
Muzgic Vanguuard, Red Dancers, New Dance Group,
Thieatre Union Dance Group, The Partisan, Blast,
Dyname, Workers Laboratory Theatre, Leftward,
American Revolutionary Dancers, New Dance, Hax_
lem Prolets, New Duncan Dance Group, Vangnard
Pance Group, Rebel Daucers, League of Workers
Theaires, and at least another two or three dozen
that space does nol allow us {o list, Add to this

Hst a tom or so of proletarian novels, a aquare mile
of canvas used to depict lynchings in oil and water-
eolor and you will have some idea of the propor-
tions the movement assumed,

Of the above list of magazines and organizations
scarcely a half dozen are still in operation. In the
magazine division, which once reached such pro-
portions that it was necessary for the C.P. to es-
tablish a Ceniral Distribution Ageney with a {leet
of trucks to take care of New York City distribu-
tion alone, net one remains! The C.P. today does
not boust of a single Herary magazin: in 4 merica
(unless cre considers the New Masses a literary
nuagazine, which would be stretehing the peint s
kit too far even for a S#alinist). Even the New
Masses in page-dong heart-rending appeals for
funds informs us that they are in the worst finan-
cial straits thev have ever been and are threat-
ened with extinetion unless the subsecribers dig
down. (This is unmitigated belogna, of course, as
the source from which most of their money flows
is & little bleody but ample enough for the simple
needs of Joseph Freeman and his loyal band.)

The complete breakdown of the Communist lit-
erary movement is, perhaps, the most startling coi-
lapse of all, because of the great vogue that it en.
joyed, but the same blight afflicted all divigions.

When the New Dance League was formed dan-
cers flocked to it in droves. (I was called af first
the Workers Dance League.) There was a good
reason for this. After all it is hard o be a dancer
without an audience and in America the dance and-
ience i3 so limited that it is exhausted by the tweo
or three stars in the profession leaving nothing
for the young dancer or the dancer without means
of bringing herself {o their attention. The average
dancer in America will jump at the chance to ap-
pear before any reasonably intelligent audience
and the C.P. guaranteed, if not a diseriminating
audience, at least a big one. The political Commis-
sars in charge of the League let it he known that
henceforth dancers would dance social themes, This
was OK with the majority of the dancers who simp-
Iy dragged out their old dances onee called “Ode
10 & Skylark” er “Spring” and re-titled “Death of
a Hensomol” or “Tukachevsky's March”, At the
height of its success the New Dance League was
the prong parent of some 25 sister groups, with
a scheel, a booking burean, a section of New
Theatre for its very own, (it even was the proud
sponsor of & magazine New Dance until the pol-
itical genius in charge decided that it was cutting
down the sales of New Theatre), The booking of-
fice was jammed with requests for performances
from workers’ clubs. Joint reecitals were held al-
most weekly to packed halls, With the exercise of
a little energy they managed fo fill houses such
as the Radio City Music Hall, etc. Great dancers
like Martha Graham dancad for them at benefits...
this was ai the peak of their popularity. Foday, the
New Dance League exists only on papar or for
the bhenefit of a few solo dancers. Only one group
of any consequence remains, the Theatre Union

Dance Group whieh, direcied by & fine artist, Anng



Sokolow, exists despite the New Dance League,

The Theatre movement fared as ill. Sone vears
ago the C.P. inspired theatre was spoken of as
the only vital foree in the American Theatra, and
not withoul eause. The Theatre Union, the most
pretentious group in the mevement, hailed as the
only “united front” cultural group that worked in
practice, was the proud owner of the Civie Repor-
tory Theatre which they packed to the raflers seas-
on on end with hits like the “Sailors of Caltaro”,
“Btevedore”’, “The Black Pit”. Other groups wars
equally  successful: the Workers Laboralory
‘Theatre, the Thestre Collective; fhe Thealre of
Action, ete, worked hard in the danression vears
and were productive, They ton had their head-
quarters {(some with communal living quartersy,
gchools; thev produced corking agitprop playvs like
Waiting for Lefty, Newsboy, ete. They supported
and were supported by New Theatre. The Thegtre
Movement wus truly a vital current in the drama...
today it is hardly a trickle. The smaller groups
have given up the struggle entively: the Theatre
Union shut up shop this season after two desult
ory atfempts at prodaction which were digmal
failures, New Theatre has died, alax.

So much for the past achisvemants and the pre-
sent stute of proleteuTt. Now Jet’s get to the why
and wherefore,

Whe Slew Proletoult?

Abthe risk of oversimplifieation T believe that the
reasons for the decline of proleteult ean be listed
under five general headings: 1. political meddiing;
2. the advent of the W.P.A.; 3, the change in the
policy of the Communist Internativnal and the Mos-
cow Trials, 4. simple subotage when it no longer
jibed with political policies of the Comintern; 5.
the mistsken premise thal they were creating u
culture for the good old American working class,
which is satisfied enough with s present Holly-
wood divertissements and its Racing Forms,

Perhaps we should have listed the coming of the
W.PA. first on our Het of contributing factors {o
the downfall of ile lady proleteult. It was cer
tainly a most potent foree in her destruction.

When the intellectuals cume io worship at the
shrine of MeraismusLeoninismus it assured them
a place in heaven, history wae on their side, and
some time in the future they would all be com-
missurs; but it Ieft them with the same miserable
financial present. One thing the C.P. did not prom-
ise its converts wus g present-day easy streat. Just
beecanse Comrade Olght lives in a poky little du-
plex hovel with uniformed luckevs ontside the daor
to steer the working elass to the servants enirance;
ar because the ex-editor of Soviet Russin Today
was driven to work {sic) by his Negro chauffeur,
o1 becuuse Bob Minor, Joseph Brodsky, and a fow
others have country homes, is no reason to believe
thal every scribbler can achicve the same sort of
prospervity, It is the unusual man who can “muke
a really good thing” out of the P, The yun of
the mill must be satisfied with the bare necessities
and an occasional {rip to the Workers Fatherland
as 4 bhonus,
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S0 when Roosevelt in his goodness handed down
the Cultural Projects the “commies” were Johnny
on the sport. Being an organized foree, having con-
trol of the “enltural” unions like the Artists Union,
the Pancers Union, and the Writers Unien they
were able to put in their thumbs and pull ont some
plums. FThe head job ©n the writers project went
10 an editor of the Muasses, the big jobs in the
Theatre nrojeet went to Jads from the Theatre Col-
Jective, and the Theatre of Action, When {he supeor-
visory positions ran out the rest of the boys and
irls had to be satisfied with the 23.86 fobs. They
then proceeded to set up the City Projects Councils
to see that they kept their jobs.

Onee assured of at lenst 28.88 a week large num-
hers of the commie creative souls stopped eresting,
A sufficient number, at least, to deal a death blow
to the alreudy wobbly proleteult. Prolelarian sav-
iors shed the grim mantle of the class gtruzgle
and spent long hours drinking beer on Sixth Ave.;
they bonght Adams hats and Adier shoes; they
cluttered up neighborhood movie houses and de-
veloped strong backhands on ping-pong tables in
the 14th Styeet poolrooms; they ate HO gent din-
ners and waxed fat. .. while the muse withered

However, one suspects that Mistress WP A, could
not have seduced them so easily if they had not
heen previously disillusioned in Madame Proleteult;
for building a proletarian culture in America, the
ambitious artisis soon found, was nol g path of
FOSEs,

First, they discovered that if they were {0 do
anything of gualily they were foreed io do so
ander the direction of Party hucks who were busily
emploved strait-jacketing production to fit the
party “line”’, Communism like Faselam, being anth-
oritarian, is anti-enltural, Even if we were not a-
ware of the seazonal lbrary purges indulged in by
Moscow akin o the book burnings of their German
brothers; even if we had nol reud the laughable
concoctions that thev attempt to palm off as “hist-
ory”; even if we had not walched the books disap-
near from the shelves of the Communist bookshep
in New York as soon as thair unforfunate authors
{Bnkharin, Radek, Riszanov, Tukachevsky, and
dazens of others) fell into disfavor with the Leuder
of the World Proletariat, we would still maintain
that art ean flourish only when the artist is al-
lowed 4o deal with things as they appear to him,
No great art was ever produced by one who looked
al the world through political glasses, saerificing
truth for peliliesl tactical needs,

What Inughable exhibitions are the Communisi
cengresses held every s0 often to protest against
the eultural savagery of the Fuscists. So the Fas-
cists burned the hooks of EBrichk Muhsam? When
vout discuss this at one of your World Congresses,
dear Communist friends, may we interiect a word
in behull of Zensel Muhsam, his wife, whom vou
hold prisoner in your Soviet model prizsons?

The Fascist erimes against art differ from the
Communist depredations only in their lack of clev-
erness, 1t i simply & question of whelher one pre-
fers bonfires in the streets or a furnace in the cellar
of ithe Kremlin,



Writers of eonsequence like James Farrell, Ed-
ward Pahlberg, Edmund Wilson, Johu Dos Passos,
ete. were driven first to distraction and then out
of the movement by the crititeal standards of ihe
recognized Party authorilies on Marxian eriticism
Jogeph Freeman, Granville Hicks, Edwin Seaver,
Isidove Schneider and a host of lesser luminaries
who make up the Masges-Duaily Worker ¢rowd. For
4 detalled study of tHeir policies refer to James
Farreli’s 4 Note on Literary Criticism. L suffices
for our purpose io understand that these worthy
gentlement confused literary crificism with polit-
ical apologetics .

Aesthetic eriteria were thrown into the discard
and repiaced by the exigencies of Parly polities;
in spite of dubious affirmations on ihe necessity
of good art and geod politifes, the “eritieal” stand-
ards remained the same so that a good writer be-
came, by definition, one who is a friend of the
Sovier Union, and a bad writer, one whe preferred
writing novels to signing petitions asking for the
death penally for old Belsheviks. Gradually a schism
developed within the left wing literary movement
and writers started to desert the Masses-Dailly
Worker clique and lock with some hope to the Par-
tisan Review ediled under Party auspices but with
the editorial guidance of Philip Rahv, Alan Calmer,
and Wiiliam Phillips, young men who had a healthy
hatred for the Old Guard literary fakers and were
willing to treat literature as an art and a craft. The
pigue of the old standbys mounted In proporiion to
the amonnt of success enjoved by the younger men
on the Partisan Review, It was uot Jong hefore
Fresmaniles started a whispering campaign of cal-
umny and glander, {al which Joseph Freeman ac-
knowledges no master) that finally led to the with-
drawal of Party patronage and the end of the Re-
view, For a time the rage of the vounger group
mounted o sneh heights that Freeman wag threat-
ened with physical violence and was confined to
his bed for a period with & “nervens breakdown”.

When the W.P.A. came along, people who had
Bbeen as shabbily treated as these young men,
Jjemped al the opportunity of severing relatlons
with the Freemans, Golds and Seavers,

The Partisan Beview is to be revived shortly un-
der the influenee of Anti-C.P. forces.

The same ills affiicted the other culturai move.
ments, Criticism in the Dance wag entrusted io
slightly dessicated voung ladies like Fdna Ocko and
Nadis Chilkovsky whoe had heped {o be dancers
but conldn’t make ihe grade and as a consequence
were glad, with the anthority that the Party gave
them, i veni their spleen upon thelr more suc-
cessful sisters, Their weapon was New Theatre and
through it they managed to alienate whole sections
of the dance movement, Here, too, a counter move-
meni grew up and New Doance appesred under the
editorship of Simon Hall and Leonard Dal Negro,
two yvoung eritics who refused to sacrifice ariistie
integrity on the altar of political expediency, The
Party hacks squawked and New Danee was “liguid-
ated”. Another force that helped to bresk the
Dance movement was the lghtning quick tactical
about face that followed the Seventh Congress of
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the C.1. Before the advent if the Peoples Front dis-
sase the Dance movement had been concerned with
and concenirated most of its efforts aspon the for-
mulion of workers dance groups, amateur aggre-
galions, who perfarmed not oo skillfnlly but with
sineerity and feeling, revolutionary composititons
intended to win eonveris to the “Cause”. Bul
when the political tnrn came, all efforts were {urned
io winning over the professional performer and
the workers groups were to get along as best they
could without the support ©f the Leagne and de-
spite the sneers of the official ¢ritics who had giv-
en them the only line they knew, but who now had
changed thelr red stripes for the more respeciable
red-white-and-blne. The poor, confused workers
Dsnee groups, couldn't take i, and slowly they
sickened and died. And what a boon the W.PA,
was {0 the youngsters in these groups whoe might
never had danced again were it not for the inter-
vention of Comrade Roosevelt.

That things went pretiy much the same in the
Musie division of proletenlt iz evidenced by the
Shostakovitch affair. The red musicologists were
hard pressed to find something to praise in Soviet
music with the exception of course, of Shogtakovich.
S0 he became the liftle tin Jesus of the Pierre De-
geyier Club, until to their dimmay, word came from
Moseow that Comrade Shostakovieh was in dis-
favor. The Soviet bigwigs, alwayvs noforiously re-
a¢iionary in their artistic {sie) judgmentis: pre-
ferring the classical ballet to the danee, coufec-
tionary to architecture, portraiture {o palnting, ete.,
had decidad that Shostakovich wias nof a musician
beeguse he didw'i write funes that workers could
whistle, OFf course, the American Comrades had to
follow the lead of thelr Soviet gods and poor old
Shostakovich became anathema. (As we go to press
my musical informant advises me that Shostako-
vich has written several whistleable numbers and
is coming back into favor.)

Political meddling, bureaucracy ix theory and
practice, a lack of critieal values ouiside of polit.
ical theses paved the way for the death of prolet.
calt.

Death in Moscow — Sabolage

Of course, the Moscow trials did their bif in dis-
organizing the movement. Fven Comrade Stalin
cannot expect to murder the entire Bolshevik Old
Guard without it having some foreign repercus-
sions amongst people who were brought up to be-
Heve that this same Bolshevik Old Guard were little
less than infaliible. Many intelleciuals, after the
first batch of slavings, simply ook the negative
“g plague o both vour houses” atlitude, while
others, like James Farrell, John Pos Passos, Ed-
mund Wilson, Lionel Trilling, Meyer Shapiro, John
Stoan, ete. came out in defense of TFrotsky! Losing
sympathisers Iike these is a blow that the Stalinite
inteliectual movement cannot survive They simply
have no people any more of the caliber of Wilson,
Shapire or Farrell who are the type that give a cul-
tural movement its substance and authority.

Stalinism in America feels that 1 is well rid of
“projeteult”. Its inherent militaney would be em-



barrassing in the present Popuiar Front period
where its propaganda is no longer aimed at the
working class but at “all sections of the American
pedple”, They are inlerested teday in laying the
ghost of the “Third Pericd” and proletenit is an
integral part of the phantom. Their efforis fo-
day are concentrated on what might be termed 2
“popfronteult”. (This subject we hope to cover in
another article in the Vanguard)

Words in Conclusion

in condusion 1 would like to suggest that any
movement, whatever its political philosophy, can-
not hope to succeed in establishing a proletarian
culiure in America, unless as an initial step an in-
quiry is made into the cultural needs and desires
of the American working class. To expeet o graft,
on to¢ the American worker a sophisticated culture
foreign fo his experience is the epitome of con-
ceited ignorance, Ouy proleteulters learned this soon
enough: the poets broke their hearts because Amer-
ican workers preferred Edgar Guest (whom they
can understand) to the subtleties of modern verse
which is some miles over their heads; the novel-
ists wrote novels and then found that the workers
passed them to read mystery stories or yarns of
Hlicit romance; the dancers were laughed at in
workers clubs. Finally, of course, they fell back un-
consciously to deing what they had done before

they were bitten with the Marxist bug: the poets
wrote for other poets; the artists painted so that
their brother artists might see their work: the nov.
elists stopped banging their heads against a stone
wall and became satisfied with their ususl limited
awdiences {and the W.P. A, supported them),

When and if the American workers, driven from
their monumental easygoing satisfaction with
things as they were and fear of change, contrive
to drive out their masters and regulate their own
lives, perhaps they will also feel the need for de-
veloping and codifying their leisure time occupa-
tions. {nless (and here lies the root of the matier)
revolulionary agitation is coupled consistently, at
every step, with an enlightened educational propa-
ganda, it is more than likely thai the newly vickor-
ious proletariat will install a “proletcult” widely
different from the one just discussed, but equally
debasing, with Edgar Guest as the poet laureate,
Gypsy Rose Lee and Shirley Temple as the Prima
Ballarinas, Budy Valige as the first conductor of
the land, etc,

Our fask ig to do what little we may to undermine
the present artistic standards imposed on the Am-
eriean people and to sow the seeds of a real cui-
ture bhased notl on Hollywood, gin and Gone With
The Wind, bui on human dignity, and freedom of
inteileet,

A Note on Libertarian Communism

HERE is a great deal of ferment in the revolu-

tionary movement {aday which revelves arcund
the preblem of why the Marxist socialist mowve-
ments of the last half-century have all failed to live
up to any of their promizes or hopes. Were they
defeated by lack of numbers or failure to get into
power? The answer is obvious: They did have their
chance, - more than once. They easily yielded to
their avowed enemies, the bourgeoisie, the fas-
scists; or themselves turned traitor against their
own followers. Then was it a matter of poor iae-
tics? ¥ must be admitted that as facticians, as pol-
itical maneouverers he Marxisis are past masters,
They have devoled the greatest part of their time
and energy to this phase of their endeavors, While
tactical errors have been made, this is a2 minor fac-
tor in their degeneration. The cause for these {ragie
failures must lie semeplace else,

A comparisen between some important aspects
of Marxist socialism and Libertarian Communism
may help o uncover the cause,

The eommon goal of all progressive persons is
a sotiety in which the basic needs of human beings
will be the concern of the whole body social, a sys-
tem whereby the livelihood, welfare and aspira-
tions of sli are not left to the hagpiazard workings
of the auntomatic controls of our self-interest mot-
tivated society. Those certain liberties achieved even
by such a private-property, capitalistic society are,
however, nof given any place of importance in the
social-reconsiruction schemes of our Marxist fel
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low-radicals; and thus they fall into the trap of
thinking that liberty is an automatic derivative of
capitalist econonic life and iz manifested in direet
proportion as the system automatically satisfies
the need for economic welfare, Liberty diminished
as capitalism declined, they said, but under Social-
ism the State would provide for the economic needs
of the workers and liberty would thus be assured,
8o it transpirved that Liberty, Eguality, and Fra-
ternity, — the aims of all progressive perscns, the
pillars of a progressive society — became gradually
nothing but & slogan, a caichword which even the
charlatans could employ and for which could be
substituted other words that sounded just as beay-
tiful but had a different, a sinister meaning.
What was left, then, of socialist and Marxist
philosophy was mainly one feature, which, of
course, is common 1o both Libertarians and Marx-
ists - ihat of a secialistic mode of production.
From the one-sided plan to change the economic
stricture of sociedy, it is an easy step to the siale
socialism of the German Becial-Democracy, to the
state capitalism of Russian Bolshevism (differing
from the former mainly in facties) or to class ¢ol-
laboration to achieve reformed, regulated capital-
ism & lo Blum or Hoogevell, Marxism thus went
awry because it had only haif a philosophy and
left some of its important ends fo be achieved by
a miraculous, hokus-pokus deterministic process,
Libertarian Communists feel that they have a vital
contribntion to make in this respect. We say that



our common aims are more likely i¢ be reached
by the application in concrete ways of an inte
grated philosophy of socizl change.

We must first understand more definitely what
these commen aims are. Any progressive gociety
of the {ype we ali envision must be formed on the
humsan relationships commonly known as 1iberty,
equality, and fraternity. These “goods” of our so-
cial philosophy must be subseribed te by all who
do not consider thamselves anti-humanitarian, anti-
social or (more often nowadavs) Fascist.*

A Libertarian Communist society, {sometimes al-
so known as Anarchist-Communist) something to
which the Marxists, presumably, also aspire, is one
which incorporates these cornerstones of civiliza-
tion and integrates all three into a coordinated sys-
tem. And it is in the unification of these into 2 har-
moniots whole, both in our conceplion of the new
sociely and in our methods of achieving it, that we
differ from competing schools of revolutionary
thoughi.

Lipertarian Communism strives to make real
thege “peeds” by a sysiem of soeial control whose
significant bulwarks are:

1, Federaligm. This implies a dispersion of politl-
cal power among autonemous but cooperating po-
litical entities, geographiesal, industrial and social
units, each sovereign in iis own sphere of Jife.
This dispersion of power, breaking up of soverelgn-
ty, helps to prevent the intrusion of dictatorship
by one group over ansther whose desires it knows
best itself: it niinimizes the dangers of dictalor-
ship; it is thus a real guarantee of Hberty for the
federated wunits.

I, Functional Pecentralization. The soclal strue-
ture should eonsist of functional units, that ks, uniis
composed of people who function in a common act-
wity, whose setivities are directed fo the same
particular end. Thus, soclal and economic life will
be divided inte varicus industrial and profession-
al groupings, Democracy iz therefore maximised
and made an active process, for, one shall fune-
tion in the field one understands best, in which
one has the greastest interest and expends one's
major energies. In this way an Individual can ex-
ereise his “vote” most intelligently and meaning-
fally.

FOLIBERTY is the freedom frons nataral and Ruman ree
stradnts, Hmited only by {he lawas of nature and by the
matoripl needs faud complexitiesy of civillzed Jife, which

nevertholess rust not leave the individoal with unsatia.
fied hasle nesds or with the feellng ihat that the develep.
ment of his personality hasg been Drustrated,

EQUALITY mesns that individuals shall have the right
to obtain thelr necded share of the produets of soclal wealth
without depriving ehers of thelr neclsd shase: this reguires

w11 organization af  opportunitisa that iz consistent wlhh
soetal needs, so thal ench person nay de what he desires,
pairtleipate in oany fiedd of ondesvor withoeul the scoles
Belng welghtwd against him beforehand.

FRATERNIFY i3 the practice of sgocial solldarity and
muiyal aid, the development of which knita seciefy into a
mare coheslve, responaible and integrated body. {Thls re.
quires alse mutnal respect of individuals for ong anciher
as human belngs.)
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Society can be broadly classified info three main
functional groupings (necessarily overlapping):
productive, distributive and social. An individual
whose prime interest and activity is in one of these
groupings has his greatest say, his “vote” in that
particular sphere of life. It is In these calegories
that men have the most interests in common and
are naturally most united in and which lead to
the least possible conflict among each oiher. But
political, religious, racial and national divisions
are categories wherein men are most divided and
which tend to intensify eonflict among men.

TH. Demoeracy. Belegation of the power of the
pecple to higher representatives is insufficient to
insure the carrying out of the will of the people.
There are, also, many “wills” of many groups of
people and these “wills” tend to function best
when each individual exercises a greater and great-
er control and management of the life of his fune-
tional unit and of general social life embodied in
the federations of these units. Groupings of an ideo-
logical nature must, of course, also be free to pro-
papate their views.

A Libertarian Communisl world will thus be a
workers society whereln producticn of wealth will
be the task and privilege of the various indusérial
unions {mining, transportation, textiles, agricul-
ture, construction, ete.); distribution, the job of
cooperatives, communes and ferritorial units (in co-
ordination, of course, with the unions); and other
aspects of political and social life will be taken
care of by the many and various commaunal, Jocal,
soeial, eultural and educational groupings.

It cannct of course be expected that human
heings will have the abililies and moral gqualities
necessary ¢ make a Iabertarian Communist so-
ciety function smoothly and efficiently or that
these new social institutions will miraculously blos-
som forth the day after the great social upheaval
e ynlegs people gel, beforehand, some basie train-
ing and understanding of the diffieult problems
which will confront them in the future. We maust
now prepare functional units which may serve as
a sort of basis for the control and management of
productivn during the period of social reconstruc-
tion. Quite naturally the most suitable vehicles for
this purpose are the industirial unions, cooperalives
and various other revelulionary social and cultur-
al groupings, which today serve the purpose of de-
fending the immediate interests of the working
class against the growing exploitation of capiial-
ism and against the stifling intellectual hypocrisy
of bourgeols cultural patterns. But these “shells
of the new sociely within the old” must embody
in their structure, policies and activities all three
of the shove-mentioned cornerstones of progressive
social 1ife. No¢ true socialism can be built upon
foundations which conisin anti-sccislist, anti-hu-
manitarian pillars. The means must conform with
the ends in view,

We cannot conceive of any organization or so-
cial institution, be it a political party, a labor unien
or & cultural bodv (nor do the lessons of history and
the conclusions of logic indicate the eonirary) that



is now bhased on undemocratic, un-equalitarian or
anti-revolutionary prineiples and policies, which
conld throw off these admitiedly nndesirable, anti-
libertarian aspects when it has become powerful,
its personnel enirenched and has fulfilled its pre-
sent aims. (For example, the American Federation
of Labor will never be a revolulionary union; not
will the bureaucracy in the Soviet Tinjon, or the
Communist Parties ever develop info fiberty-loving,
equalitarian bodies.) Rather can we expect that
these admittedly undesirable features will tend te
perpetuate themseives, These are the seeds of de-
generation; this is the clue o the fallure of the
Marxist parties to stop the rising tide of Fascism.
{To be continued)
i M, and W,

Labor vs. Politics in France

AMPED into the clutelies of capitalist politics Frenel

labor Is receiving its tiss of dealh. Having gone to bed
with the Popular Front its Dlood i being drawn and with
it that magnificent militancy and splendld strength which
tad been demonstrated Juring 1%386, The sirikes of Juno,
P984, before which captial had o retreat for fepr that labor
woutd take the logical sieps thot the ifnner revobutlonnry
conlent ¢f 115 demonstrations doemanded, left lhe Popular
IPront gasping. btois this fear whioh deives the gocialial
communist, CL7 “leaders” of labor tnlo 1he arms of French
capltal Fhis is the lnner meantog of The topular tMront:
the itdentification of lobor and ocapital with ihe “national
interests” of Freancoe to prepare for the final hiood-letting,

The purpase and ond of Poputar ront polltics s and
canr ke onkv. the proparation for the coming slavghter
A mere toal in the hands of capitatist madnoss. To this puar-
poge the Communist Party of France has brought its forces
In order fo consummate The Prance-Sovied pact whick Rus.
Hian state capitalism wishes s¢ muel, The casier to do this it
digacived itz dunl union, the CUGT.AL in Mavety, 1836 and
mergad with the OG0T, (General Confederation of tabor)
to formy one organizstion. With the help of the reformist
Feaders of the CUGEUT it now altompts 1o drug and render
helpless the body of {ahor.

The Yoolontzing®” work of the Dommunist Pavty oF Moanee
i e OG0T has gone farv. In the faee of #s success in this
dirvection the CET. Braders iook feight, 0. Papac complains
in Syndieates (.G that the unity has not heecome o gnlon
and that the fagion has been nte o eolonie-
tion, Tn a circalar addressod to the National thederations
and the departmental sections Jeubaoy, secretary of the
CGT. deplored the lack of anily in the C.G7T and called
far o strengttiening of i, Everybody spoke of the orisis
in the LG0T in faee of the faot that the circular was sent
out. hefore the Congress of the Natlonsl Confederal Com-
mittes ((LOUNDY of the CUN

Nabve people disdoveresd in fogbany o new

tranaforined

mbitancy. it
9 true that & movement Is developing apainat the subjec.
tlony of The 437 to politicnd Intrigue and betrayal Buat
Jouhnnx interested Iy this vHal stbuation, With a
simpdicity bordering o atupidity ho places the oarda on the
table and tells us of the “batile helween militants for con-
guest of direotortal posls? He wanls te straightien out the
difflenities amang the leadorg —— he wants peazce among the
trattors, “Tondeneiesd”, ho says “that have disuppeared should
never be reborn' That is all there is for Bim.

An Le Libertaire. organ of the Ansrchist T'nion of France
cormmenty, YTt is plain and obvious, I is not upon the ‘colon-

ju not
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jzers' that the Confederal Bureau lays the blame: i 18 upon
the syndical miroerities whe do not wish to allow them-
selves to he strangled thal a repression is being directed.”
Belln, of the Confederal Cermmittee calls the cirenlar a
“stab in the waler” and declares thab.the syndicalists should
hreak a dishonorable silence and that the exchange of vaguo
nypooritieal words is a boetrayval of syndicallsm. He 2dfte.
g allow syndicallsm, throusgh incapacity, 1o puss little
by 1tite inte contrel of some polllleal formation is to he
condemned by our wnevement, .. The syndicates have a
right to know where they sre heing led... bechuse it Is
the very problem of the future of syndicalism which It
posed."”

On Augtst 4 the 20N met bolitnd closed dooera T came
out and placed itzelf at the mérey of the government de-
charing its falth in the good Intentlons of the government
which 1t declared. wishes and can see to it that syndical
rights, workshop delegates be respected. 1t went on record
as supporting  compulsory arbiiration by the govermmont
whese decluions were to be enforeced by sanctions. The gov-
eroent, they were confident, woutd be impartial, And to
repay the government far ifs falure benevelence the COLN.
would feal Dappy to do what 11 could to place Frapeh cap-
salism in a4 botter ceonomic position (The Jeadera of The
LT have sirendy Beocpgme foremen for French capitalist
arterprige as will be shown later).

The government would be bmpartiall Al the Maison Mi-
maed 18300 slriklvg workers await ihe application of the col.
teetive agreement. ab the Maison Reunis, at La Soie lhe
story it the same. The Union of Motallurgy of the Scine
representing 250,008 wortiors, nas walted since March for
readjustinent of salaries; the building workers sinee June
The Ewecutive Conbmisslon  of the Tnlon of Syndicates of
the Taris Region declarcs, “that if deeds of this kind (such
as eited abovel continue it woutd he a confession of du-
perie”. Thiz is the manner in which the government im-
partitaily administers the coBectlve agreements. But the
workers orgusizations 4o nething! They ¢annot take any
Jdireet action: Lahor has been tied to the governmenial ma.
ehinory.

The tnternal orisis. by s very noture. could nol be solved,
Fhe LT cannot halt in #s efforta lo gain comtrol of the
.G . and hand it over to Trench capital a5 a hostage for
the Frapncoe-Soviet military pact, Nor has the former mlili-
aney of the French workers complelely vanlshed and there
iz visible an inciplont uprising which may come inte being
if Iaber dees not become too demoralized. The latter pro-
cess would do Just as well for the CP.F as it would tegsen
resistance fo ity strangle.hold.

e Bomb at the QN congress turned out io be a ded.
e groups around Syadicats were sitent, A proposal was
aven made to morge “Syndicats’? with ¥Wie Ouvriere” {(Uorm-
muniat sheet) which, it earried out, would effectively silence
that pariicular opposition te the O The averthrow of
the Biam government was not spoken of, The mos] vital
guestions affecting Trench life were Jeft unmentioned, I
Clombat Syndicaliste, organ of the LGSR (revelullonary
anarcho-syndicallst unlons), poses them in deploring ibe
lack of a censtruclive, working elass program of the £.0.N..
except insofar as it s o program of befrayal of the worker's
intevests: *There was nobedy in the CON, to our RKnow.
ledge, 1o present the true character of the Chautomps min-
islry whose lreachery surpassed that of Pardies, Laval and

Trourncerie, &5 only The transgltion belween the ‘Papular
Tront' #nd the 'National Front'™
A month lgler the government answered the proposals

of the C.CLT. Chantemps congratulated the organizalion for
13 “eivie spirlt” and for jlg desire 1o coltaborate in re-
habilltating the national economy by guaranteeing soelal
pesce on the hasis of legal actions. Apd as a token of this
he wished lo mec, wHh only the briefest delay, the evacna.-



tioh of oocupled factories. Oeeupation of facteries, explained
the Popular front Fremer, was in itself iegal and was
“further inedmissable since the gevernment wonid protect
the working olass apainst ail violations eof caligetive con.
tract by the ocmptoyeis” The “labor bodies” succumbed e
those beautiful words. The estabiishment in whieh the viota.
tion by the bosses of the coliective contraet was most fla.
grant, the SLM.OC.AL which s under Fascist management,
and in whieh & tong bltter and imporvtant sit-in was in
progresg, was evarunied in two days threugh the insistence
of the anion bossey.

The Administrative Councli of the C.G.T. tightly and with-
gut other consultation pledged the responstbility ¢f the or-
ganization declaring thelr “unanimous approval of the spir.
itoand terms” of the governntental potel

The OUGF. has demoenstrated the disasireus resulta of
rbor tied to the governmenta] machinery, devoted to “ua.
tional tpteresty” - t¢ capitsalism {mperiatiam, In JIune 1934
B fought its elass enemty on the one fleid 1o which it coutd
miake positive galps wnhawmpered by the false thouph glit.
tering aapects of politicul censiderations. It fought s batiie
on the ecopomile field with ils powerful weapon the
strike. But having gaimmed what it fought for - higher
wages, ahortey hours, paid vacatifons, ete. it sat back.
‘The reforinista tlie polltielans, the Popular prontists, crept
aut of hiding or shed their false eoats aud began thelr work
of bBinding the workers, and zlong with the patural re-
action of the eaplialist ceonomie machinery to recuperate
its profitg, dissipated the workoer's guins t{'rices rose, the
speed. up wid inereased, the ennployers bBroke thelr agree-
nrents. The worliers would have fonght back when they
veiized what was happening, bnt the lesders would not
agliow the Popular Front fo be embarassed, the Franeo.So.
viet pact had to consumvmusted and workoers battles wonld
ke detrimental, French eapitalism Liag to bhe put in order
for the coming slanghter from which, our “comrades”
pired, o now and grester demooraey would emerge.

The resutt. in conerele terms, on the iHfe of the workers
s as follown: The price of Lread (kg ) has risen from 1fr
0 in 1936 to Mri30 In 1957, butter from 16fri5 fo 22fr15,
egry from Tir to Bfr?d, mitk fram 10r2G to i6rf0, hesf.
steak from 230r7H to 31634, pork from I50r28 to 20frd, Phe
prive of snger has hand an increase af 11010, coffes 1020,
ehoeotate 20r2d¢, wine Hfr86, off 8Lri0. soap 1ir%h. A stapie
tiat of 45 procery articles has shown o rise i the price in-
dex from a base of 109 on Heptwinber %6, 1936 to 143 on
Juty, 1937, Nof only hus the rise In the cost of living wiped
aul the eoffect of the wugse Inereases aeromplshed as a
result of the girikes, but the Fremely workor i artmslly
in & worse ceonomic positlen now than before the strijes.

MNow thr workers are not even aliowed g muike Back
the losges they are snfforing, let alene mrive for further
guins A penerst strike of buildizg workers wis nBhouncod
with loud blasts. #ipt Jouhaux dlsowned it and the leaders
ef the federation of building workers called it off. Ane
nonnceent s made that g genewy strike womnid e catled
in IMankirk. 3t is widely heratded. The pest antiee roreived
is that "the strike witl not take plece.” Ang 50 on unti
it has become the aeeepted routine. As Le Comiy Syndicaliste
prts i, “"We live in the peripd of aborted stries” The
workars losses romuin, Demorultization spreada To call for
A strile, to dispiny mHitaney, s to be tnbeled “provoestenr”,
"agent in the pay of the Dbosses™, “Trofskyvist spy of the
Gestapa™. in the faee of the workers cryizg necds one is
advised to br “asnppie”.

The strugsle for the 49.honr week was to achisve the
double purposs of relaxation for the workers and to open
the way for employment for the unemployved. But the 40
hour week lias enly ted to a2 specd.up whieh leaves the
worker in the amme physical state a9 when he worked tonger
hours ¥ven La Rever Syndicale et Sociale ((LGL'T.} points

a-

to “the rationalization which h#s permitted an increase In
individuel produetitvity of 1445 in one yvear and thus render
negligibie the benefleent effects of the 4i-hour waek", Not
only witl the speed.up prevent ve.empioyment but it witi
nieessarily throw emptoved workers tnte the ranks of un.
emptoyed boesuse the increased productien wilt flod the
masses with no purehasing powar to absorb it, The resuit
will be disastrous. Blum, Chastemps, Thorez and the others
faitifully obey the order of Hrench eapital in demunding
igereayed production on the part of the workers in pay.
ment for the {9.-hour week... To the demand of the e
ployers and the government, the L4337 lends its whip, Each
day the CG.T. exhorts the workers to produce more. Yest-
erday i was the Federation of Metal Workers, today it is
Jouhaux and Betin. Vie Ouvriere (Communist) prondiy re.
ports the statement at thoe eoenvention of the Linien of Syn.
dicates of Drome and Ardeche “thut never has the CGT.
haey favorable to u slowing down of produetion but, on
the contrary, ¥ hus shown in many undertakings a more
tntensive production snd = pesesfnl refationship between
workers and employers which has led te u stimulstion of
the ecopnormic revival'. (ale!}

A rosurgencs of the anti.pelitieal, direet setion traditions
af French iabor iz the only way out. And hopes for such
i resurgeonee ars not 1 fonnded, Combined with & growing
natural revulslon to all politiest parties on ithe part of
munRy workers, the agitation and actions of the Anbkrehist
and anarcho-syndicallst ovganizations i beginnitg to take
effect, The lztest bomb pot fraadéiuls almed al suppress.
ing the Anurchist movement in France nerely prove to
what extent French capital feurs the growth of & move.
ment that in replly revolutionary. JACK WHITE

Unions and Leaders

o buitd a tabor movement that wili fulfiil the require-
prents of gtate capitutism, it pecomes pecessary to organize
alt the workers in the mags production industries inte untons
which can be manoeuvred hy 2 dlotatorini apparatus. The
contrel of the union by s members, the adoption of mititant
ciuss.war twrciies, the infiltration of revolutionary prim‘.ipies‘
must he prevented. iinlons nneontirollad by the rractionary
icaders would get bevond eontrol, would threaten the very
extstenre of the profit swstem. Any sttempts on the part
of the rank-and.file of the union to wrest control from
the ruting bureanerncy mnst be gipped iz the bud.

Phia explalns the proceedipgs ui the rovent eopvention of
the binited Antomolrle Weorkers of Amoried, The conduet
aof the leadersiiy at that ropvention can be understood whoen
we copslger the fuet that General Motors, Chrysler and
alther eopipunies hesitadie to sigh » eontract with the union

nntil such thne as the lesders of the mnion can show that
tEny possesa the power i¢ eontrol the “nargly” membership
whi persist in ealling “upnsuthorized strikes 'Yhe issues

invidved at the eonvention of the aute wuton revolved o
round the privciptes of demosracy versna dictatorship and the
52] 3300 The “progrogsives” were
reiaded by the officialdony, Homer Muartin, president and
tiichard Frankensteon. viee.president, the mouthpicoess aof
Lowls whose orders they faithfully obeyed.

Their right to epmplete dirtatorship of the union was
ehatlenged by the “uniy” faction which wag headed by the
Feuther heothers, Travis Mortimer and others. The dele-
gatesd of the “unlty" group were reprosentative of o far.
flung ami profound diseontent with the sirnetures and pol-
iciea of the union. They demanded that locats chooae their
that dues coliected i the loecals be more

convention split on this

own offictala,



evenly distributed between the locals and the national of.
floe which had been recelving most of the monay eolleoted.
‘They oppoded the ceonrtralization of the power in the hands
of the staff officers and the exvctive committee. They de.
manded that strikes he ealled apd settled by the member.
ship amd kot by the officehboldors whio sioh agresments first
akd ther presert the memboerz with “falt  accemplil”,
Thinxs got =0 hot for tho “progrosaive” resctionsries fhaol
Lawha lirgscl wab called from Washington to prevent the
organlzation from pasging beyond contrel and undermining
s power apd prestigpe. With the aid of Dubipaiy of the
International fadiea Garment Workers and Ora (asgaway
af the Linited Mine Workers the maching emerged vietor.
tous. OFf the seven staff offigers the “progresulves” control
four., f the sevanteen members of the exscutive they con-
teol thirieen. Under the new constitntion the poweras of the
president are inereascd. He does Wiring and firing o of-
ficers and togefiier with his appointees controls tlie organ.
ization. Convenptlons are ts be held bi-anmually instesd of
annnally s had beer demanded by the “pnity” group.

H

As a result of this victers of the offielaldom. & purge
of all keft wing elements and & red-Lalting spree s taking
wied, CPen organtzers imcluding Vietor Reusther and Heobert
Fravis were tired by Martin, They were the leaders of the
militant Flint Local and were severely coriticlzed for ait.
down strikes that oecnrred after the agreement was signed
with General Moters, The affairs of the int local were
feft to the contral of a committee of five appointed hy Mar.
tin, When tiie rank nnd file of the Detroit localy oalled on
Martin at his hotel and demnnded an explanation of tliis
high-handed procedure, the suave ex.minlster of the gosps)
brandished a gun, that olassie argumant of uanlon gangster.
tamn and corruption.

This outrageous violation of the most elomentary rights
of the membership was hysterically applauded by the liek.
apittle “progressives” the Communist Party, the Lovostong-
Has and their ik, They supperted the labor fakers while
the rank and file were left to battle alone.

The role of the "progressives” in the 1.0, i a shame.
fal ene. This is ahown by their activities everywhere, and
capecitily in the Marltime industicy on the west ooast.

The Maritime Federation of the Pacific represents 40,000
wHitunt workers apd embraces ell the maritime uniens. It
nad sncoseded in raising the standard of living of the sea.
men te & higher level than has over been sttained bafore.
The existence of the Federatlon s sericusly threatened by
the MNutional Maritlme linion (Communist controlled)
well as by the A F. of L.

%A

The NMUL is counected with the €O The NML. de-
glared that the thme is ripe to “liguidate’ the fPederation.
This I8 being done by Harry Hridged wiho was appolnted
By ILewls 10 ecorral the workers Into the C.LO., It maiters
Rot {0 Lewis or to Bridges that the Pederation has won
more than one eple atrike and that they are organlzed on
the basls of aolidarity. Al that the CL(. is out for is to
take the unlon into its own hands. The same Hatry HEridges
wit declured on April 13, 1937 that, “"Anyene who sdvocales
joining the .10, or withdrawlng from 1he A F. of L.
iy & dsrupter of labor, & union aplitter, a phoney, a ship.
owners Rgint’, s now the appointed director of the OLLO.
ot the west coast. He follows the party lne to a T If
e I8 not & Communist he deserves hohorahle moembership
in the Party. He invariably adapts his solicies to the pariy
Clne. Now that the NIMLI7 ealls for “lauldation” of the
Maritime Federation he does the same. When the party
“ine” called for condemnation of the C.LO. and praise for
the Marithne Federstion he pralsed If. Truly 4 willlng slave
to the “Teaders” of the labor movement,

RAM WEINER
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The F.A.l. Speaks

To the International Libertarian Movement

B consiler M oour dety to explain the frae situation in

spain to the Anarchists in other gouniries. The prea-
sure of tipie, the eontinuons absorptlon of our ensrgles
in the fmmediate and nrgent problemms of tie olvll war
and of the rovelution tiat i now under way has prevented
us from establshing the neeassary eontact with the Anuar-
chists throughout the world, in order to avoid many of the
errord and to oppost lhe many misinterpretations of the
Hpanish problems

Position of the Spanish Anarchists

How mnch has bean said, and how many criticlsms rmade,
agalnst the position adopted by the Spanlsh Anarchists since
July 1%th! Wa eannot give a detalled acconnl of the caunes
and effeeta of our position in this report, wihich is also
an appeal to militant Anarellsm in all countries. We only
want to make one categorie statentent: Spanlgh Anarchism
has not modificd its principles by one lota, and has adcepted
the peaponstbiity of Power, and the holding of Power, as
a misfortune ereated, not by the Revelutlon thet the work.
ing elasa 15 making, but by the war and the neesasity of
maintzining the unity of the antl fasclst Llock We zccepted
it because only our dynamimn, our faith in the peopie and
the trust that the mmasses had In us, could lusplre the en-
thusizsm that the fighters needed, in their position of ia.
ferior armanteni, in order t& face their difficnlities, in which
the apirits of the other sectors faltered, threatening to ahan.
don the struggie to lhe pressure of the snemy...

f wa wanted to speak out we could say munlr. .. With
W SERAe of respousibility that the othar seetors do oot have,
we have kept silent in the face of desfruction of the work
aceomplished by the peasants in the agricultural collectives,
and carrled out under the Inspiration of the commmunists
maneuvering f{rantically for the annihilation of cur Move.
ment They stopped on time because they realived how sul-
eidal was thelr policy, and because they learned soon spough
that curs was not 2 force to be eastly destroyed We kept
silent wien we loat Bilbaso, victim of the blackest betrayale
When Santavder fell, only two CN.T.FAL companies
foughl to the bitter end, while the others cither fled or
arranged for the aprrender of the city, We are stiil keeping
sllenl wher wo reject all responsibility fer thosa unfor-
tunate events, which were taking plunce &t the same time am
the absurd attacks agalnst the revolutlonary conguesis of
the people. And the latter, now more than ever, are furn.
ing to uws and placing all thelr hopes in os

We are where we have siways been, richor, if posstbls,
in the tremendous lessous of &n lncomparable experience,
and In the sertainty that we shall follow owur road with
a firmer step than ever if the more immediate end more
dangerous ememy, fastism, 18 crushed and the revolntion
ia pot throttleéd by the hordes of Hitler, Mussolint and
Francg.

For ua, as well as for the Ansrchists of the entire world,
the wost Important the most basie guestion, is and should
he thuat of the {ife or death of the cause of ilberty through-
put the world, that fasclsm does not triumph, Lhat the only
nopa for Uberty in Furoape, BPAIN, be not suppressed, and
thereby aliow humanity to sink abruptly into the darknoess
of the Middie Ages If that were to happen, wouid not our
Anarchist prineipies be relegated to the Hmbo, condemned
to death and disappearance, brought 1o iy eollapse by social
demoeracy, which, vacillating snd cowardlv, prepared and
permitted the triumph of faseism In Tialy and Germany,



as well ag by cvommunisg, whish 4id not Koow how fo0 or-
gantze ihe great masses of the world proletariat under its
control Im a revolutituary manner, sacrifieing them to the
necesgittey and the interests of thely Internntionat polieies
in the face of the Japanese throst, and betrayving them for
the historle itagedy of = Igsso. British Alllance sneh as
Fan slavism hkas sbways pursueed fromy Peter the Great te
Btatin?

For the Spanish Anarchiats, for all Anarchists with &
roalistic apirit and a general understanding of our prob-
lerng, the essential, the fundainental tashk is to defeat faa.
¢lsm, to fight the totallitariapn States, to arouse the roevolu-
tiopary splrit of tHe wage-earning wiasses,

What we ash of the Anarchists and of all
men of free conscience

Hiee aguin we fule:
atrugite. of our efforts

The eptire resistanee agpainst faseism depends upon s
Thanks to s, who have suffered so nany injuriss and s
rauch {njustiee, iveluding even illepal perseeutions on the
part of our potittical opponents, the Cains who forget thelr
erigiit and ralge an arnied fist ageinst was, preferring to
risk the loss of the wayr rather than permit Ansrchism to
strepgthen ita posittons and continue being the greatest
force in Spain: thanks to use, we repest, the apti-fascist
biock x4 belng miainexined, We are keoping it up. not only for
what {t represents in our ecuntry, but for the axsriple it
offers tg other countries, threatened by faselst apggression
o the near future. Antl-faseist unity, the paet of non.ag.
gression and of mutyal aid against the enemy, fasclsm
Bealed with the biood of the July fighters, left republicaus,
socialists, communists, and Anarchists, we want to keep It
at all costs,

it 1 the lwver that van save s, the given line, the pos.
sibility of vigtory In the cause of iliberty throughout the
wirrtedd, if others, gwilty, conscieneeless, break it or threaten
it, we dom't waut that gullt te be surs,

We ask for the international ald of all men of free cou-
sclenice, of all workers of Independent mind. We ask them
to help mobitlze and intensify the meral and imaterial sup.-
port for 8pain along the Hpes laid down by the Angrohlsts,

We have s right to glve the workers of the world our
optnion regarding aid for Spaln. Although we are grateful
for il the ald given us, for the cutburst of romanticiam that
Drought 80 wany workerns of brain and bradn to {ght oo
our soil In the Inlernationat Brigades and in the Anti.fascist
AMHitie, working in the wmuitlons factories and euthustas-
tically supporting all the aetlvities and aspeets of the strug.
gle, there wa® 2 job to be Jone that International anarchism
did not de, that the revelutionary workers abroad did not
do. Far better than the solidarity of individuals who had
e o our aud would have been direct actlon agalnst
fageisiy carried sut abroad. Hetter and more effective, or-
gantzed und calenlated, cohverted into an expansion of the
flevolution eapable of wounding the enemy by a Iflank
attack and in the rear to such an extent that ¥ would have
greatly imrpeded the anning of Franco's faseist hosts, and
the absolute lmpudence of Italy and Germany.

These words are not an accugation. They are a recog-
nition of an error ou the part of the international revelu.
flonary movement, that cap always be repaired. Let the
Anarchists in Hurope and Amertea think this gver. Let the
masses of antl-fasclist workers in general whoe do not know
what to do to help us eonsider these words carcfully.

H owe triumph, comradse Ansrchists throughout the workd.
the radius of influenes of universal Anarebism will he saved
in spite of evervthing. re-invigorated, sxiended, If we are
vonguered, everything goos down with us, Hurepe sinke
tnte o night of slavery. of wmisery, of retrogression to siem.

understanding of our dramsn, of owr

entary formns of soclal organization, the workers chainod te
the wmonsirons maehine of the Stute and copverted into Ha
most doclle instroment, Lat s save ourselves together, let
us fight together for our salvation, and let us dlseuss our
errors tomorrow, if we have made them; or yvours, 1 we
prove to be on the right road.

For the Wortd Social Revelution!? For Victory over Fag.
cigm! For 1be eomplete emancipation of the wearkers! For
Ansrchism?

FTHY PENINSTLAR COMMITYEER OF THE F.AL
Yalenein, Septewrber, 1%37

1TH the ftragic lops of Rerole Asturizs to Frangen’'s bar.

hariaus, Spain enters the most deelsive phase of its
revelution, both in respeet to the military fight against
Fascisn and the defense of {he libertarlan sovial revelution
in Loyalist territery. While in the polltical sphere the work-
ing class has suffered serious defeats, its eeconomle and Ho-
¢izl advanees are as yet for the mest part in the hands
af the protetarian organizations. The gquestion In the minds
of most of us Is whother the revelution can be aaved and
experteuce a resurgence. We makes no cialms to being proph.
et Hat we oan at lagst note the latest developiments of
the faetors that are signiicant In detennising whieh way
the pendualum is swinging.

Firgt, let um vemember that while ihe soglal revolution
suffared a general deeline, thers wore some organs of pro-
latarian and peasant power whieh kept on growlng In seops
and hmportenee. Noteworthy ameng thesoe was the revelt.
tiopary Coungil of the autoneoinous Aragon provines which
made remarkable progress in coordinatiug and advaneling
the britltant work of agrarian coliectivizatieu In that re.
gion. ¥t was not untll twe months ago that the central gov-
eraoment dared to touch the Aragon Council. When the lat-
ter waa dissoived to plve way to a Valencia appointad out-
fit, the Valencia government had to resort to eharacter As-
sassination to Linplement irs haseless ehurges against the
Counetl, so Joagquln Ascaso, Anarchist president of the Coun.
cit was linprisoned on trumped-up charges of embezziement.
Hui his release was gulckly effected by a thraat of a gen-
arat girike by the CNT {the anarcho-ayndicalist labor
untousy. This threat of dlreet action is just one of the pumer.
ous iilystrations that could be glven of the tremrendous un-
retenged latent energy of the revolutionary working elass
of Bpain.

Thar¢ s now arising s new revolutionary bloc of workers
and peasants and an accumulatiog anti-Btalinist aentiment
within virtueally every antl. Fasclst group lu Spain.

The pressing geed for unity among the Spanizh workers
which uxpressed Hself in nunited action on the atreets #nd
harricades, in the foint operation of facterles and farm cel
lectityves by €.NT. and U.G7T. uniovpy saw great progresy
tn the historic Iimity Pact between the CN.T. and U.GO.T.
signed on August 8, 1937. The rage of the Communist Party
kuew no bounda. Their newspapers and erators fumed and
raved at this great step towards laber ynity and demagog-
ically nrged that unity was Impossible without & common
politieal alm and proposed, instead of fabor unity, a single
vantt. Faseist’’ politteal party te incinde all “anti-Fasclats”
i Spaln. The afterinath of the signing of this pact of aon.
aggression and mutaal coaperation Iz eloguent testhmony
0f the extent to whieh the Bpanish proletariat hasg become
disgusted with Stalintsm and atl it iwgplles. The Pact was
1ot guite aa welcome to all gections of the T.GT. as it was
to the Cabaliero wing {which Includes three-fourths of the
wembership). Many of the newly.formed ipeals of the U.GF
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espeeially i3 Culalonia, consisty entirely of suall business.
men and shopkeepera. They refused to abide by this pact
and weres expalled from the UG The Communist right
wing teok this opportunity to satisfy thelr frenzy by spllt-
ting the L43.T. in good “third perled” style. A rumyp U.GT
“gxpelled” Caballero and formed a new “exeeutive’ commit.
tew, The Bpanish people are begoming fed up with this dis-
ruptive ‘unity*’.

The £.N.T. {5 not sleeping whiie the attick on the rev-
ution is gelng on, its present peoliey of watehful walting
and gathering of forees seems to be ylelding fruit, On Aug-
ust 21, 1937 a dramatic portrayal sf the extent of the fesl.
ing agatast Stalinist Stotatorisd, antl-revelutionary praeticves
waa given in 2 long letter {6 the Minlster of Justice pro-
testing ageinst the “Communist Party tn Albacete'’ hoeause,
“These Communist Party slements, together with ethers wio
1ad egme from Valenels — carried on to sueh 8 degree with
thelr polley of abuse and ocutrage that the entire polies
toroe was on the pelnt of handing to thely badges - They
only refrained from doing s0 becsiuse of the inevitable
eonflict that would necessarily arige.’’ . This latter was
signed by the follewing anti-Fasclst organizations in Alba-
cetet: ULGT., CNT, FALL L) L., Left Republican Party.
Socialint Parly, Unlted Sociallst Youth and Republicsn
Enionisis! This does npot mean, of course, that the danger
to the warr znd the soeial revolution represented by Xowiet
iussia and the Spanish CP. oo lenger exista Stallnist cone
trol of arms nesns depondence spon the Soviet Union, pow
thie policeman of Rritish Imperialisn.

More and more are the Hpanish people, especlally the
wmore liheral groups, beginning to reallze thie danger of tle
Stalinist stransie. leid. Their latest plan fer the formation
of o totalitarian party in Lowyalist Spaln has el witlh serious
rebuffs, The stench of thig propopal musl have been strong
indeed to have eviied vigorous proteat by DPreinier Juan
MNegrin., It may evenr be significant that Negrin made fhis
eoymnent In the epurse of radioe speech In whieh he dis.
ousged the fall of Glijon The New York Tlines {Gctober 23,
1437) reports about Negrin's speech: “From the internal
viewpeoint hlz most mportant statement was that the e
ermnent did not approve the widespread eampalypn to estab.
Heh o gingle anifled ant. Fascist party. The vdrinciple was
teo much like faselsyn, he sald, and was not deimoeraey
for whialh the government was fighting' .

We cannot, of eocurse, place much falth in govermmental
sssurances. For, even now pgome of thie lawyers who are
defending the imprisonsd P.OUMists and Anarchists have
breen arrested by Stallnisl police. This iy wiliat happens when
interuyational pressure relaxes, The power of guch preassure
eannot be overestimated. When the Preneh Minister of the
interior tried to reputriate sll Bpanish refogees, & resolution
of protest from a mass meeting of 30800 public serviee
worliers forced him to modify hls deerce. The next logival
step is direct actlen by orgaoized labor all over the world
to stop shipments of arms to Franea territory and to foree
our governinents to abandon the {reaeherous “non.inter.
vention” which had done wers to help France thap any
other fazotor.

Whatever one may think of the tactieal policies of the
&panish revolutienists, it is plain that new the possibllify
of resurgonce ta greater than ever before and that now nmore
than ever the nilitant solidarity of the working elass and
of anti.-Paaciats everywhere i3 teeded to save tie revolutionm
frown Franece and SBtalin. Suecess depends as muely on the
support and soldarity they aun get from the interuntional
projetariat as it does upon the eorreetiess of the taetieal
tine followad by the Bpanish revolutionary Vatgward., Let
ug prepare to de our share of the job. One of our curdinal
prigeigles s that revoliition eanuot he aegomplished by ope
equntry alows. Lot us, llien, show our internationslism.

. MORBISON
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Open Letter to Anarchists

(otober 10, PH3T

Comrades:

Heveral years ago a suggestion that Lhe Anarchists shonld
arrive at o definite union poliey would have been received
eoldly by the graster part of the Ameriean movement. To.
day, fortunately, most of us realize that unless we 4o atrike
an tndependent course, we will lose forever the great op-
portunity for organization which the present sra offere it
hai become elear to most of the active comrades that if
Anarehlam is to be on the srder of the day, a program of
aectivity must be entered upon thiet will place unlosism on
& revelutionary syndleallst basls

In the past we have permitted unfortunate things ta
happen. The debacle which occurred in the peedle-irades
unions several vears ago during the strogele between the
Communists and Hocialists for control, may be biamed
direetly on the fact thst no independent poliey had ever
ireen enunciated by the comrades in the union. Yafertunate.
iy, there were many whe opposed suclr a move, They did
not aunderstand that as leng as there were Anarehists in
the unipns, they must &t least be gulded by Anarchist ethies
and lave a position which is dictated by the logleal im-
plication of Anarchist Deliefs

At present in the strogele between the leaders of the
CLI.O. and those of the AF.ofL. it bevomes agaln impera.
tive to zound a warning against taking sides, against fol.
Jewing blindly in the footsteps of other “radicala” and
cprogressivest whe losk approvingly, with thelr owa gpe-
izl motives in mind, 2t the C.LO.

These solf-appointed saviors of Dununity had f0r years
pewailed the conservative outiook and temper of the Am.
erican workers, Nothing existed here iike the German pre-
Hitler inbor moveinent with Its flpe organization, striet
dizeipline, and incidently, the well paid union jebs for olever
nungry socialistieally incltied inteltectuals, with ite gov.
ernment conneclions, enormous tregsuries, life insurance,
ete, The ambitiang of these pesple are unforiunatedy ap-
proaching realizalion. The C.L0O. nas become their star
in hHeaven and they are hitehing up to it In extreme hugte
»on the ground foer™

We should not be mislcd by certais elermneotary pro-
greasive feptures amtong the workers of the CLG. move.
ment. The Amorican laber movement may have lacked the
utagnitude, party eontrel and strict discipline whieh graced
the German movement, bhut it always did have aftribiutes
which were angthema te the moaster ftacticians of labor
polttles, Revelutionary inltintive, spontaneity, aggressivenoss
and democracy were the forwmidahle ohstacles to the desires
af these power loviug emancipators of the exploited, Thess
are the very lastinets which bulld not the impotent head-
lesy eolossug of the Reieh, bhut the gallant fighting revol
uticuary onions like the C.NT. of Spain. The higtory of
Ameriean {abor ia replete with examples of dymamie strug-
glen. The LW.W. arose not under lhe well-plantied tutelage
of o polltical bureauw but in direst opposition to those ele.
ments who in Furope dragged thelr “traiped™ masses after
Lhen ints the great siaughter. Today, the apathy resaiting
froan several years of prosperlty has worn eoff; illuslons
that Roosevelt would selve all preblems have been largely
destroyed. Deeaying eapltalism, slowly rebuilding its grofits
by ralsing the cost of living, Is doing its share in stirring
up ressntment. The wa.o of strilies that started three years
ago is reaching new leveld.

1Towever, these resurgent nmillilant tendencies of labor,
whioh in former days brought about the organplsation of in-
depandent vevelutionary unions, are being made use of by
the €.10, whose lesders understand perfectly the possibil-



ities of the movement if they do net take it tn hand. “The
workers of this eountry are golng te orpanize, agd if they
aré not permitted to organize under the banner of the A.
¥. of T., they uare going to organize under some oOther
Teaderahip. .. or without leaderghip, And if either of these
conditions should eventuate, T sulunit to you that i woutd
Be & far more serious problem for our government, for the
peopie of this country and for the A, § of L. itself than
if our organization shauid be s molded that we ean or-
ganire them and bring them under the leadershlp of this
organization” {Chas, P, Heward, present CLG. chief at
the 1838 A. F, of L. Cenvention.} Steps have baen talien
to utitlze this movement by the L0, wlose loadership
constats 0f ambitious labor petitieians, men whose porsonal
records would have discredited them in nny deecent work-
ingnen's argantzation.

If we were definite in our convietion that the A. ¥ of
i eonld not ke reformed, we can be doubly sure that the
O, whicth multiplies mueny thies the evilg that exist in
the oid eraft uniony, exn pever be freed from ithe merciless
hotd which the fabor rackefeers have on #, Only the re-
buliding of these unions op 2 new revolutionary basls can
sasure the saeeessful reconstruetion of socicty. Idbertarians
differ fundsimentatly with Maryists in their atéitude toward
mugs organizations. Ynions shoutd wot be the stepping stonea
10 potitieal power, hut hasie organizations of control and
managenient of the ceonomie system of the future. It is
toward the it reallzation of this program that we must
orient our present poliey.

Moreover, the attitude of mmuny anarchists towards the
LW.W, must be ehanged, The LW.W. represents most alosely
in Ameriea the type aof revolutionary union we are tatking
abeout. Our comradey should support the LW.W. and help
te buitd it op. Thogse among us who are in the LW. W, shonid
do their best lo get others to follow the same course

The task of deeiding a specifie policy can onty be under-
taken by those active union coysrades who are convineed
thut a definite union policy based on the revoiutionary
principles of Anarchisin is Reeessary. Throeush epiradety
disvussion, definite plany and tuecties shonld be formutated,
and Anarchist eadres started in unions with a well plannaed
program of aetivity and propagasnda,

The general poltey must consider the role of revolntionary
unions in reeonstruction, and thelr rolss In present day
capitatist society. The forces of degeneration at work in
present CLO. and A, F. of 1. unions shoutd be taken amc-
count of. Models of revolutionary unions must boe placed
before the workers. Years of uncompromising struggie a-
gainst the bureaucracy, years of groand work in Brepara.
tion for the buliding of revoiutionary unions must precede
the winning of grest mnsses of workers. 1.6t us not be
frightened by the ery of dual unionism. No miypiaged sense
of union solidarity should prejudive ns against the polioy
of buiiding a real labor movemant in thiz eountry. Inei-
dently, where are those who 3o short & time ago eried out
againgt the “duat unionists” ? The scif-same union racketcers
whe bellowed againgt duat nnions are tntiding them today.
Fhe self-pane union 'progressives” who ochoed them, are
strangely preserving silence,

Amertoan traditions (we do not mean those pwned jointiy
Ly the Daughters of the Amerlean Revolution and the Com-
munist Party) show us whiat a tremendous Libertarian move-
ment eoutd grow up iR Ameriex if the ground wus properiy
tiled. But we snarchists are ag yet too digorganized, hoth
in regpect of baste tenets and organizationally, te take ad.
vantage of the oppoertunity now presented. Refore any o0
strnetive work catt be nndertaken in the field of iabor,
anifieation of lipertarkyn forces must be accompiished. This
work is particnlarly urgent unow in view of the straggle
petween the C.ILG. and A. % of L. Let us not be drawn into
the canfliet, and certainty net choose hetween the two evils,
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We should mass our forees in both organizations and with
patient tabor lay the foundations for revolutionary uniona.
With our heip Asmeriean lshor wilt discover thatl hoth
CIO. and A. ¥, of T. are obstacies to Hs wunaneipation,
that only revointionary Anarcho.syndicalism polnts the way
te sovial reconstruction.

BOMAN WEINRERBE

EDITORIALS

{Continued from page 2}

must be ecmbatted with all our energy. It this faseistic
treatment of Mant asd its editor i3 allowed to pass, a firm
foothold with be given to the cupitalist reaction for far-
titer and wider attacks sgainst etementary civil rights and
tiberties, the major wvictim of which Wil be milltant or-
gnoniged labor,

I'he Southern California
Liberties ifnion, supporied
weli-known  ioeal iiberals,

RBranck of the American Civil
by a provistonal coemmittes of
artists and anthors, hay just
issued the formal call for enfarging the recently formed
Mareus (rahbae Freedom of the Press Committee into a
natien-wide organization, Inviting editors, authors and art.
iats throughout the conntry to join the Commitiee 48 honor-
ary members. Labor srganizations yaust take the lead by
forming branches of the eomniiise alt ever the country
to ond these Nagi styie persecutions. Who knows who may
e next?
vary one wishing {o ald in the work of this Committes,
mmoratly as well as materiatly, shoutd address
Marows Greabam Froedons 0f the Press Conmitted
The Amscrbomn Chvll Liberties Tadon
129 West Secomd Stroet, Fos Angeles, Calf,

In Reply

in the Oetober este of Man! the VANGUARD is charged
with ineopsistency op the gronnd of having attempted a
crititoal apilysis of the taetieal tine of the Spanish Anne-
chists while gqualifying an sbegedly shmllar analysis under-
iaken by Ml about & year agd as inspired by “revolu-
tiopuryism of an lvory tower kind", The stmilarity, how-
aver, is spoh only in appearanes. A conerete analysis of the
specific eonditians and diffiegities under which the Bpan.
tzh ecmrades have to struggle has very tittle to do with
purely abstract eriticism, that is, one entirely divoreed from
eopcrete historie reslity. Wie are of the opinton that the
speeitic ecnditlons of the Spanish strugglo calted for far-
going compranises, that “a pure Anarchist line” would be
suieldal nnder such eonditions, But there are compromises
and eompromiges! And we balieve that we hoave a right to
expining, for our own elucidation at least, the entire tae-
tical iine heretofors pursned by our comrades in the Ught
of such a distinetion, Te star! with the defeatist premnise
that “war {referring to fhe present stroggle against Fas.
eclgt invaders saiways has besn a tomb, Rever the means
of & revotution’' — and in spite of the faet that this “wur”
kas atready become a powerint wodge for revolntionary eon.
snosts of transesnding historic signifieance — is, in our
opinton, & manifestation of an “ivory tower" attitude to-
ward the Spanish revolution, And the VANGUARD dis.
¢labims any change in Ha evaluation of such an attitnde,

SUBSCRIBE T0
“YVANGUARD"
Only $1.00 per year



Vanguard lectures on Spain

The Vanguard Group announces a leckure-saries on
the Spanizh Revolution, Sunday evenings, 8:30
PM, al the Vangoard Hall, 22 W, 17th St, N.Y.C.
Nov, 21 « DOROFHY DUDLEY, non-partisan observer who

whg present in Barcelfona durimg the spmimer of (838,
presents an objective RYE-WITNESE ACCOUNT OF THE

FIRST DAYE OF THE SPANISH REVOLUTION.

Kov, 28 - LEON GRIFN, active worker in the press and
geonemie departzmients of the OMNT-F.AL, recently ro.
turued from Spadn. sosalis oo WHAT DID YHE O LI-
BEARTARIAN ECONOMIC RIEVOLUTION ACITALLY

ACCQOMPLIBM?

Py 5o+ LESPON M OAR, forwmer editor of Fight, momber
af the publeity horesun of the Madeid- Valencin govern-
wrent for soveral monihs daring the Revolution, spesks

o1 WAL AND OQOUNTER BRVOLDTION,

P 12 - MALRLK SCIEMIFFE aathor, lectyrer, auathority on
fpanizh Ihor Distory, presents THE NITW POLPTICAL

LINTLOP IN BPATN,

Hingle ndmissiones pho Bubacription boo

LW.W. FORUM

Fnvite your friends and fellow workers to the IWW
FOIEM every Friday night $:30 .M. at the LW.W. Hall
22 W, 17th Bireet, NOY.O., under the anspices of the Induast.
rial vstrlet Conpell of the TW.W, - Prominent Spaakers

Admisslon iz Free.

November $8th - I MONCOEIM wiB Jecture on “The LW.W,

in Theory and Practies”

Read Libertarian Literature
Order from Vanguard, 45 W, 17th St, NY.C.

TRAGELYY OF SPAIN by Rudolf Rooker 4% pp.} A5
WHAT HAS BECOME OGF THE RUBSIAN
BEEVOLUTION {(Authorized English Version)

Ly M, Tvoun {685 pp) o..... D T <11
PEACE OF THE INDIVIDUAL IN SOCTETY

LY B Goldmen .. e Ciaeaaaa.. JAD
BOLSHEVISM! Dromises and Realities, by )

o Maximov ..., e e PR £

NOW AND ARPTER - ABC of Communiat-
Atarcitism, by Alexander Berlman (With o new
Introduction by Hmma Goldman) ... eue ..., LAB
ATTEER THE BEVOLUTION by Ssrtllan ..., .. . L0

Special Rates for Bundles - For complete
Hieratwre list write to VANGUARD

Coming Events

Nov, 20tk - Dance and Grand Entertalnment for “Spanish
flevolution', at Irvieg Plaza, Irving Place and Fast 15th
Strect, N.Y.. Tickets 400 Jnzz Band.

Nov 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 - Annuoal Bazasr of Frele Arbeiter
Stimme at Stoyvesant Cassmo' tnd Awve. and $th B, N.Y.C.
Nov, 28 - Entertainment and Duance for the beneflt of "I
Projetario” at 158 Carrell Street, Brooklyn, NJY., from 4
PML. to 18 POAL Admwission e entifles holder to participate
in drawing for valuabis prize,

D, 10 - Annual Daybreak Costume Ball at the Webstar
Manor, lith S5t near 3rd Ave., N.¥Y. for Modarn Hchool of
Stelten, N.J,

Deve, 1Y - Aunuul XNimas Fand Dancs and Botertalnmoent for
Class War Prsoners at jrving Plaga. Auspices: Qensaral De-
fense Commmitiae,

New Libertarian Groups

We are glad to announce the recent formation of several
nesw {iertarian groups in Noew York and vicinlty. The
Brooklyn Vanguard Gronp iz now eoncentrating its acthv-
ities in the Brownsville neighborbood. It mests every Hat
st 4:3¢ A, Cemrades In PBrooklyn intercsted in joining
shouwld write to Vanguard, 45 West 1Tth Btreet for detalls.
fn the West Bronx an Anarchiat study group has had meat-
ings now for several weoks en Sanday aftorpoons. For in-
foripadion write fo Vanguard, In Stelton, N.J. the young
comrades of the "Stelton Anarchist Youth" group are esrry-
ing cut excellent propaganda and educatlonai work: a num-
per of successfal lectnres have been eonducted and they
liave already publishoed ftwo issees of thelr splendld little
mimeographed jourpsl “Looking Forward” which g distel-
buted free to all residents of the colony. Keep up the good
workf

The bost wuy to contribute to the onuse of Anarchlsm is
to work for 1t Jeln a group Im your lecality and if there
17 no grenp, then form one,

IN THE CITRRENT

MODERN MONTHLY
« FPACTS ABOUT SPAIN

Clags War in Republican Spaln - Anlia Brenner

» DOCUMENTS
The Stallnist Cheka in Spain - Background of the
May Idayvs and After

« A SPANISH TRAGEDY

¥. ¥\ Calverton
¢ ANARCHIST RECONSTRUCTION
8. L, Bolon
ibe a copy $1.50 vearly
"SUBSCRIBE NOW! 8§ MONTHS FOR $1
THE MODERN MONTHLY, 46 Morton Btreet, N.Y.C.

Vanguard Combination Qffer
Rudelf Rocker's new book “Nationalism

and Culbure” ... .. ..., ., regularly $3.50
1 vear's subseription to Vanguard regularly $1.00
Together for only $3.50

T'his offer is good for only one month so Fill out
E”;”iz metl af onee

VANGEARD, 46 W, tith St, NY.C

Encioged {ind 3850 for combination “'Nutlonalism and
Cniture” and 2 year's sub, to Vanguard, Send both to:
Naire e et

Address ..o e
City. . oo, T 1

INTERNATIONAL REVIEW

A ymonthly magazine dndispensable fo you
In the latest issue, Vol, 2, No, 8
¢ LENIN ANSWERS WENDELIN THOMAS
«THE POWHRS' WAY OUT FOR SPAIN
By Roherto
o POLITICAL AUTUMN 1837
By L. Emary
Other articles and book summaries
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